






Since 1997, the National Federation of Filipino
American Associations (NaFFAA) has been the
standard bearer for promoting the welfare and
well-being of the four million Filipinos and Filipino
Americans throughout the United States.

At the time of NaFFAA's inception, there were just
over 2.5 million Filipinos and Filipino Americans.
Founding members of the organization had the
foresight to visualize and organize our growing
power and voice into the next millennium.

Now with over 4.2 million Filipinos across the
United States, and with Filipinos considered
as the second-largest Asian American group,
NaFFAA is the largest non-partisan,
nonprofit organization, and national
affiliation of Filipino American institutions,
organizations, and individuals.

Its thirteen-member regions cover the
continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii,
and the Pacific Islands.

Our Story



NaFFAA Welcomes You!

We envision Filipino American communities that are culturally, economically,
and politically empowered and engaged. NaFFAA’s vision is to serve as the voice
of all Filipinos and Filipino Americans by uniting, engaging, and empowering
diverse individuals and community organizations through four main pillars: Civic
Engagement, National Advocacy, Leadership Development, and Advancing
Filipino Culture.

Mariela Fletcher
National Chair

Ryan Namata
National President

Giselle Rushford
National Secretary

Joshua Ang Price
National Executive Director

Resty Lopez
National Treasurer

Dr. Alexander Africa
National Vice President

Best wishes from the NaFFAA National Executive Board



11880 Teller Street, Broomfield, CO 80020
303-885-9495 

Philippine Honorary Consulate:
Colorado & Southern Wyoming 

MESSAGE 

Dear National Empowerment Conference Attendees: 

It is with tremendous pride that I welcome you to the 2026 NEC 
conference in the home of NaFFAA Region V, and the great 
State of Colorado. Region V, the Rocky Mountain Region, which 
may not have the Fil-Am population found on the coasts; 
however, we make up for a lack of head count by having some 
of the hardest working and most inspiring community leaders. 

NaFFAA Region V, even before the Region existed, had NaFFAA 
Charter members attending the 1997 formational meeting 
including myself, who served many terms as Regional Chair, as well as, Giselle Rushord, current 
NaFFAA National Secretary, and a larger contingent including myself, along with Giselle 
Rushford, Elnora & Nester Mercado, and Gloria Williams who attended the actual founding 
meeting in 1998. This commitment to NaFFAA continues to this day and has inspired a 2  nd

generation of leadership like NaFFAA National Vice President Dr. Alexander Africa, and NaFFAA 
Region V President, Jennifer Samuel. It is impossible for me to describe the satisfaction that I 
feel in knowing that the future of Fil-Ams in Colorado is in such capable hands. 

The theme of this NEC: ‘Harnessing the of Power of Community: Starting with Us’ is so very 
meaningful to all of us in the Rocky Mountains where our communities preserve our heritage 
through educating our youth about our Filipino culture and traditions. Our faith leaders tend to 
our spiritual needs, professional organizations help to promote our careers, and chambers of 
commerce nurture, our entrepreneurial spirit by giving the Fil-Ams the confidence to succeed. 
I know all of us in attendance will carry this spirit back to share with all the Fil-Ams when we get 
home. 

I would like to take this opportunity to mention our special guests, Honorable Arnel G. 
Talisayon, Philippine Consul General in San Francisco, who leads the effort to keeping all of us 
Fil-Ams engaged and supportive of our brethren back in the Philippines. I would also like to 
welcome the Secretary Dante “Klink” Ang II, of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas, whose 
department works so hard to ensure that our fantastic and hard working Kababayans, who 
leave their homes in pursuit of a better life are treated fairly and can fulfill their dreams. 
I wish all of the attendees to have a most special time, sharing the unique bond that all Fil-Ams 
share of being committed to their community and demonstrating through our actions that 
success awaits all those who work hard and make the most of our unique heritage in all that 
they do. 
Mabuhay! 

Donna B. LaVigne
Honorary Consul 







First and foremost, I give all glory, honor, and thanks to Almighty God for the opportunity to gather at the 16th
NaFFAA National Empowerment Conference here in beautiful Colorado. It is a blessing to celebrate our shared
culture, heritage, legacy, and spirit of the Filipino American community.

As Filipino Americans from across our nation come together, we are reminded that although we come from different
regions, generations, professions, and backgrounds, we are united by something greater than geography, we are
united by our shared history, values, and culture. Our heritage lives in our families, our traditions, our faith, our
languages, and in the spirit of Bayanihan that calls us to care for and uplift one another. It is through these shared
experiences that we find a true sense of belonging.

We are all here to unite, empower, advocate for, and elevate Filipino Americans while preserving our culture, heritage,
and legacy. This conference reflects that mission by bringing together leaders, professionals, students, entrepreneurs,
public servants, and families to learn from one another, build meaningful relationships, and strengthen our
communities for generations to come.

As we participate in this conference, I encourage you to embrace every opportunity before you. Learn from our
inspiring keynote speakers, engage with our moderators and panelists, connect with fellow delegates, and celebrate
the remarkable talents of our performers. Every conversation, every workshop, and every new friendship have the
power to inspire ideas, create partnerships, and strengthen Fil-Ams.

To our young leaders, and to everyone who feels called to serve, remember this:
Leadership has no age limit. Leadership has no title. Leadership has no expiration date.
If you have a heart to serve others, you already possess the qualities of a leader. 

As we continue this journey together, I leave you with this reminder:
"If you only knew what you could accomplish, you would never place limits on your dreams. It is never too late to
begin, and it is never too late to succeed. You define your own timeline for success."

My sincere appreciation goes to NaFFAA Region V President Jennifer Samuel, the NaFFAA Region V leadership, and the
entire National Empowerment Conference Team, National Executive Board, for their vision, hospitality, and unwavering
dedication in bringing this conference to Colorado. Thank you as well to our planning committees, keynote speakers,
moderators, panelists, emcees, performers, sponsors, exhibitors, volunteers, and every individual working behind the
scenes. Your commitment has made this conference a memorable celebration of our community.

As we celebrate this historic gathering, may we leave inspired to serve with humility, lead with integrity, preserve our
heritage with pride, and continue strengthening the Fil-Americans for generations to come.

Mabuhay po tayong lahat at maraming maraming salamat po!

Greetings, NaFFAA!



Mabuhay!

On behalf of NaFFAA Region V, I want to personally welcome you to Aurora,
Colorado, for the 16th National Empowerment Conference.
It is truly an honor to host you in our beautiful Rocky Mountain region.
Whether you are traveling from across the country or just a neighboring state,
thank you for investing your time to be here. Your presence represents more
than attendance, it reflects your commitment to strengthening our Filipino
American community, celebrating our heritage, and inspiring the next
generation of leaders.

I hope you take time not only to enjoy the conference. We have worked hard
to create meaningful opportunities to learn, connect, and celebrate together,
and I hope you leave with new friendships, fresh ideas, and memories that will
last a lifetime.

Most importantly, I hope you feel at home. The relationships we build, the
stories we share, and the spirit of Bayanihan  we embrace are what make this
conference truly special.

Thank you and welcome to Region V. We are grateful you are here, and we
wish you a memorable, inspiring, and joyful National Empowerment
Conference.

Salamat Po,

Jennifer Samuel
Region President
Rocky Mountain

National Federation of
Filipino American
Association

NaFFAA Region V
Rocky Mountain





NaFFAA Board of Trustees

Riezl Baker

Rodel Rodis, Esq.

Rod Mercado

Maddie Vines

Leo Belmonte

Dr. Rommel Rivera

Jacque de Joya



NaFFAA Regional Presidents

Vina Vanessa
Vogt

Gabriel Young

Anthony Guevara

Laura Garcia Megan Pavillar

Erlinda
Granada-Sabah

Nicanora Montenegro

Frank Celoza Jay Capistrano

Edward Brotonel Wilmar Suan

Sally Balecha Jennifer Samuel



NaFFAA was born out of a meeting between West Coast and East Coast
Fil-Am leaders in New York in 1997. The then Philippine News Publisher
Alex A. Esclamado, TLC Beatrice CEO & President Loida Nicolas Lewis,

nationally acclaimed Guitarist Michael Dadap, and San Francisco State
College Board President Rodel Rodis were talking over dinner about how
to unite the 3,000 Filipino American organizations all over the country.

The four decided it was time to convene a national conference and
forge a common agenda for empowerment, and Mr. Alex Esclamado

volunteered to lead the effort.

National Federation of Filipino American Associations

Empowerment Conferences Through the Years

1st National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 22, 1997 - Washington, DC

Over 1000 Filipino Americans attended

“Panahon Na!”

2nd National Empowerment Conference

Oct. 16-18, 1998 - Washington, DC

“Building the Infrastructure for

Empowerment”

3rd National Empowerment Conference

Oct. 15-17, 1999 - New York City, NY

“Filipino Americans Leading the Way to

the Millennium”

4th National Empowerment Conference

Sep. 28 - Oct. 1, 2000 - Las Vegas, NV

“Making Our Power Count”

5th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 28 - Sep. 1, 2002 - San Jose, CA

“Forging a National Consciousness as a

Filipino Community in America”

6th National Empowerment Conference

Sep. 10-12, 2004 - Chicago, IL

“Bridging the Filipino American

Community”

7th National Empowerment Conference

and

4th Global Filipino Networking

Convention

Sep. 28 - Oct. 1, 2006 - Honolulu, HI

“100 Years of the Filipino Diaspora -

Hawaii and Beyond”

8th National Empowerment Conference

Sep. 26-28, 2008 - Seattle, WA

“Forging the New Filipino American

Agenda for the 21  Century”st

9th National Empowerment Conference

Nov. 19-21, 2010 - in San Francisco, CA

“Building the Next Generation of

Community Advocates”

(Continued)



16th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 14-15 - in Aurora, CO

“Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting with Us”

National Federation of Filipino American Associations

Empowerment Conferences Through the Years

(Continued)

12th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 4-7, 2016 - King of Prussia, PA

“Celebrating our History and Building a

Brighter Future”

20th Anniversary

Oct. 21, 2017 - Washington, DC

“NaFFAA 2.0: One Voice,

Four Thousand Strong”

13th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 15-17, 2019 - City of Carson, CA

“MAKE IT COUNT: Transforming

Mindsets for 2020 & Beyond”

14th National Empowerment Conference

and

25th Anniversary

Aug. 4-7, 2022 - Las Vegas, NV

“Navigating the Present, Shaping the

Future”

15th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 16-17, 2024 - Detroit, Michigan

“Igniting the Power In Us”

10th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 4-7, 2012 - Detroit, MI

“NaFFAA at 15: Celebrating the Next

Generation of Community Advocates”

11th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 7-8, 2014 - San Diego, CA

“We Break the Dawn, Master Planning

the Future”





Conference Emcees

Brian Flores
CBS Journalist

Brian brings a strong voice in journalism and

storytelling, using his platform to inform, connect, and

uplift communities. As a respected media professional,

his presence at NEC reflects our commitment to

meaningful conversations and elevating Filipino

American voices on a national stage.

Lorraine Eloriaga
Program Manager of Colorado Dragon Boat Festival

Born and raised in Denver, Lorraine has dedicated her

life to celebrating Filipino culture and serving the

community. From performing traditional Filipino

dances at a young age to leading major cultural

events, her journey reflects a deep commitment to

heritage and unity.

Hannah began her journey in media at just 13 years old,

growing a YouTube channel to over 1 million subscribers. She

is now a model and commercial actor with Wilhelmina Rocky

Mountains and has spent over a decade as a TV Host and

News Correspondent with ABS-CBN.

Hannah Tolentino
ABS-CBN News Correspondent











Dante Ang II
Secretary of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas

Dante “Klink” Ang II is a veteran journalist, media

executive, educator, and public official. President

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. appointed him in October 2024

as the Chairperson of the Commission on Filipinos

Overseas (CFO), with a Cabinet rank of Secretary. Since

taking office, Secretary Klink has focused on diaspora

engagement to advance Philippine development.

Dr. Michelle Mras
International Keynote Speaker, Coach & Author

Dr. Michelle Mras is an internationally recognized

keynote speaker, executive communication coach,

bestselling author, podcaster, and transformational

leadership advocate. Her work centers on helping

individuals recognize their inherent strengths,

overcome limiting beliefs, communicate authentically,

and live with greater purpose and intention.

Sara Moore serves as the Executive Director of Colorado

Dragon Boat, a nonprofit organization dedicated to building

bridges of awareness, knowledge, and understanding

between diverse Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and

Pacific Islander (AANHPI) communities and the broader

public through cultural education, leadership development,

and athletic competition.

Sara Moore
Executive Director of Colorado Dragon Boat

Friday Keynote Speakers
For the full biographies, scan the QR code.



Dr. Stacey Litam
Speaker, Health Advisor at Forbes, Author

Stacey Diane Arañez Litam PhD., LPCCs, NCC, CCMHC

is an Associate Professor of counselor education at

Cleveland State University, a racial equity strategist,

licensed professional clinical counselor and supervisor,

as well as a clinical sexologist with the American Board

of Sexology.

Ron Falconi
Mayor of Brunswick, OH

Ron Falconi began his term as Mayor of Brunswick in

2014. He is the first Filipino-American mayor in the

State of Ohio. In 2017, he was picked as one of ten

Asian American Leaders from across the country to

travel to Japan as a guest of the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs to discuss politics, culture, business, and

international relations.

Sheilah Jane Troiano’s work centers on identity, resilience,

and the Filipino American experience. Born and raised in

Ifugao Province in the Philippines, she earned her

Engineering degree from Saint Louis University in Baguio

City. She is now based in Denver, Colorado, where she co-

owns a wine and spirits import company and a

wellness-focused CBD business.

Sheilah Jane Troiano
Writer, Entrepreneur and Wellness Advocate

Saturday Keynote Speakers
For the full biographies, scan the QR code.



Vendor Marketplace



Vendor Marketplace



View the Gala Page



Bayanihan Awards Gala
and Fashion Show

Saturday
Evening Program

Registration & Reception

 Guests arrive • Photo Opportunities • Networking

Opening Ceremony

United States National Anthem

Philippine National Anthem

Invocation

Introduction of the Master of Ceremonies

Welcome Address

Jennifer Samuel

 NaFFAA Region V President

Dinner Service

Keynote Address

Carabao Awards

Installation & Oath of Office

Filipino Fashion Show & Cultural Storytelling

Opening Presentation

Michael Dadap playing José Rizal – Dulce Las Horas



Gala Performance Group

Originally established as FACC Cultural, the dance performance

group has been around for decades. After the FACC's 70th

anniversary in 2024, the group had been rebranded as Padayon

Cultural by President Vivian Egonio-Norman. 

Padayon Cultural's dance program brings the rich diversity of Filipino

culture to life through movement. From barrio folk dances to

 Spanish-influenced and Indigenous-inspired movements, each dance tells

a story of heritage, community, and identity.

Dancers of all ages are welcome to explore Filipino rhythms, footwork,

songs, and attire, gaining a deeper understanding of the cultural roots

 behind each movement. Performances not only entertain but also educate

audiences about the Philippines’ diverse communities. Through dance,

Padayon nurtures a connection to Filipino heritage while inspiring a love of

the arts in the next generation.

Dance Directors:
Danielle Stratton & Jason de Vera

Youth Directors:
Nicole Galvan, Namdev Palalay, & Danielle Stratton



Bayanihan Awards Gala
and Fashion Show

Act I Founders & Trailblazers

A Journey Through Philippine Heritage

Carinosa by the FACC Performers & Rondalla

Act II Health Professionals, Frontliners, & Educators

Celebrating Regional Traditions

Pandango sa Ilaw by FACC Performers & Rondalla

Act III Emerging Leaders & Entrepreneurs

A Vision of Modern Filipiniana

Rap by Meta Sarmiento

Grand Finale

Featuring All Designers, Models & Performers

Hip Hop Tinikling by FACC Performers

& Special Guest Jack Rushford

Curtain Call

The Last Walk

 Supporting NaFFAA's leadership, youth,

and community initiatives

Closing Remarks

Sponsor Recognition & Acknowledgments

Celebration & Dancing

Featuring Richi Ramos



Bayanihan Fashion Show
ACT I

Thelma Lassig
NaFFAA Utah, President

Virgit Vanek
Ex Fundraising Director

for NaFFAA V

Donna LaVigne
Honorary Consul for

Colorado and Wyoming

Gloria Villaver Williams
NaFFAA Region V Treasurer/

Board of Director

Giselle Rushford
NaFFAA Trustee/Secretary

Mariela Fletcher
NaFFAA National Chair

Gloria Caoile 
NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region

Senior Advisor

Sally Balecha
NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region

President

Dolly Specht
NaFFAA Oregon President

Benjamin Ricardo Caoile

Resty Lopez
President- Balayan Las Vegas

Association; Auditor - DMR; Auditor -
NaFFAA -Nevada

Dasan Export

Virgit Vanek

Dhyun Amore Duque

Filipino Designer

Kultura

Chat Khan

Ramon Valera

Traditional

Alfonso "Boy" Ginoo

PamPinay

Chona Estacio

MODEL DESIGNER



Bayanihan Fashion Show
ACT II

Genesis Africa
First lady of Dr. Alexander Africa

NaFFAA Vice President, Final Walk

Marlene Perez 
NAFFAA Member and

former Secretary 

Joyce Dutton
Working mom and

Caregiver to toddlers 

Dr. Stacey Diane A. Litam
Keynote speaker 

Associate Professor 

Dr. Michael StaJuana
President

Carmeliza “Zha Zha” dela Paz
Dentist (DDS), Vice President Philippine

American Society of Colorado

Flor Liza Obana 
Teacher (retired) Cherry Creek

School District #4

Edith Pasion 
Vice President for

Mission Uplift International

Mark Perez
Physical Therapist

Anna Perez 
Aesthetician

Arminda Aguilar
NaFFAA Region V Auditor

Dhyun Amore Duque

Handcrafted in

Manila, Philippines

Handcrafted in

Manila, Philippines

The Mestizo

Edwin Uy

Kirsten Regalado

Frankie De Leon

Ramil Estrope President

of Philippine Designer Guild 

Jor El Espina

Jor El Espina

Jojo Martinez

MODEL DESIGNER



Bayanihan Fashion Show
ACT III

Amy Silver
American Furniture Warehouse

Visual Designer

Kaela Malaki 
Founder of Lola Severina

Jacqueline de Joya
NaFFAA National Board of Trustees

Loida Norton
Mrs. Woman of the World 2025

Joshua Acervo Ang Price
National Executive Director, NaFFAA 

Shiela DeForest
Founder of Amihan Artisans,

Area Director of Gawad Kalinga USA Denver

Bella Knowles 
Founder, Baro Manila

Nessa Whitney
Fort Collins Habitat for Humanity,

Corporate Engagement & Event Manager

Charmel Dela Cruz 
State President NaFFAA AZ Chapter 

Marie Villareal
NaFFAA AZ Treasurer

Dhyun Amore Duque
Cheyenne Filipino-American Club

President and CEO of Amore Floral and
Events LLC, Final Walk

Blue Angelic Creations

Amihan Artisans

Dhyun Amore Duque

John Carlo Llamoso

Ritchie Teves x
Amihan Artisans

Kalinga Cultural Bearer
Jenny Bawer Young 

Ditta Sandico

Jean Amour 

Jean Amour 

Dhyun Amore Duque

MODEL DESIGNER

Alfonso "Boy" Ginoo



Bayanihan Fashion Show
ACT III

Agnes Lopez
Business Owner and Entrepreneur,

Commercial Photographer

Julie D Martinez 
NaFFAA Arizona Secretary 

Dr. Maria Obis
NaFFAA 5 Vice President 

Miles Guardiano
PASCO President

Hannah Tolentino
TFC News Correspondent/

Content Creator/Host 

Lilyann Freking 
High School Student

Vivian Norman
President of Filipino American

Community of Colorado

Gabriel Young
NaFFAA NorCal President,

FAHNS Youth Advisory Council

Natividad Cura DeFrances 
Arizona NaFFAA Vice President

Maddie Vines
National NaFFAA Trustee

Patricia Cruzado
Naffaa Colorado President

Lin-ay by
Binky Pitogo

Julie D Martinez

Jor-El Espina

Dhyun Amore Duque

Angela Taloza

Bamba Limon

Francis Libiran

Amihan Artisans 

LoveJoy Couture LLC
Arizona

Dhyun Amore Duque

MODEL DESIGNER

Filipiniana









Washington, DC
Maryland
Virginia

West Virginia

The team from the nation's capital extends its warmest
congratulations to Region V, the proud Rocky Mountain Region,

for co-hosting the 16th Annual National Empowerment
Conference. The Filipino American leaders gathering in Colorado
will do the difficult but deeply rewarding work of advocating for

our community — and we could not be more proud to stand
alongside them. May all who attend forge lasting connections

and leave inspired to advance the cause of Filipinos everywhere.
Warms regards from Megan Pavillar, NaFFAA Capital President,
James Escalante, Vice President and Angelo Reyes, Virginia and

West Virginia State President. Mabuhay!

























Tel. 480 371 5436 eMail: naffaaarizona@gmail.com

Marie Villareal
Treasurer

Joshua Dela Cruz
Digital Tech Director

Nattie DeFrances
Vice President

Jemimah Dela Cruz
Arts & Culture Director

Marie Cunning
Advisor

Sol Tinio
Youth Engagement 

Director

Faye Ferguson
Executive Director

Jess Siozon Arnel Regino Linda Hawk
Membership Director (West)Membership Director (East) Govt Relations Director

Jennifer Lewis Malou Padilla Cecille Waller
PR & Media DirectorCommunity Outreach DirectorSpecial Programs Director

Jovie Calma Ihman Esturco
Mktg & Comm DirectorEvents & Promotion Director

Julie Martinez
Recording Secretary

Mary Jane Limen
Correspondence Secretary

Nanette Aranas
Partnerships Director

Ricky Llave Edgar Perez Josie Sumrall Atty. Marlene GonzalezBusiness Devt DirectorCivic Engagement DirectorVolunteer Services Directo r Legal Counsel

CHARMEL DELA CRUZ
State President

2026-2027 NaFFAA AZ Board of Directors with the 
NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region Board







 Originally established as the Filipino Club of the Rockies, FACC has spent
more than seven decades preserving and promoting Filipino culture,
heritage, and traditions through education, community service, cultural
programs, and youth leadership.

colorado-filipinos.org

Founded in 1954,
The Filipino-American Community of
Colorado (FACC) is one of the oldest

Filipino American organizations in the
United States.







Building Bridges. 
Strengthening Communities.
Taking Collaborative Action. 

Asian Roundtable of Colorado (ARC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that unites 
and supports Colorado’s diverse Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander

(AANHPI) communities, building meaningful statewide partnerships 
that strengthen and connect Colorado for everyone. 

Through teamwork, leadership, and community efforts, ARC addresses key issues,
encourages civic participation, and fosters mutual understanding. 

Asian Roundtable of Colorado 
is a proud partner of the 

16th National Federation of Filipino American Associations 
National Empowerment Conference 

 

Email us if you’re curious aboutAsian Roundtable of Colorado 
and would like to join or collaborate, either for yourself or your organization

info@asianroundtableofco.org
 

Visit our website asianroundtableofco.org 

Learn about our current initiative actionagainsthate.org





This conference is far more than a gathering but is a celebration of our
heritage, our achievements, and our shared commitment to
empowering Filipino Americans across the United States. It brings
together leaders, entrepreneurs, professionals, educators, students,
veterans, and community advocates who are united by one purpose: to
strengthen our community while inspiring the next generation to lead
with excellence, integrity, and service.

It is truly an honor to support the National Empowerment Conference
and to serve as a National Trustee for NaFFAA. I am proud to stand
alongside so many remarkable leaders who selflessly dedicate their
time and talents to advancing our mission and creating opportunities
for Filipino Americans throughout our nation.

Thank you to every volunteer, sponsor, speaker, and organizer whose
hard work made this conference possible. Your passion, vision, and
commitment embody the Filipino spirit of Bayanihan, working together
for the greater good.

May NaFFAA continue to grow in influence and
impact, inspiring future generations of Filipino
Americans to lead with courage, serve with
compassion, and make meaningful contributions
to our communities. 

Sincerely, 
Riezl Baker 
NaFFAA Trustee 

riezlbaker.com  •  706-347-2625

Congratulations on another successful
                National Empowerment Conference!















Member FDIC. ©2025 U.S. Bank 1320405 

usbank.com/communitypossible

U.S. Bank is proud to support 
Natl. Federation of Filipino American

Association. 

The changes we make 
today shape the possibilities
of tomorrow
Sometimes, one small change can 
create an echo that impacts the entire
community. That’s why U.S. Bank
proudly supports, invests and volunteers
in our communities. Because we believe
the changes we make today will inspire
even greater change tomorrow.

Region V National Empowerment
Conference
and Bayanihan Gala 
Denver, CO 

















La Filipiniana Collections
@lafilipinianacollections











www.agilehumancapital.info

Agile Human Capital is proud to offer its wholehearted
support for the incredible work NaFFAA does on behalf

of the Filipino American community, as it hosts the
16th National Empowerment Conference in Denver,

Colorado. Agile is powered by a simple belief: people
are an organization's greatest asset. As a human
resources and operations consultancy serving

government agencies, small businesses, international
firms, and individuals, we know firsthand what it means
to invest in people and NaFFAA's mission is exactly that
investment, at a community scale. We are honored to

be a part of this important work.

- Ryan Namata, Principal, Agile Human Capital
ryan.namata@agilehumancapital.info

T H A N K  YO U  T O  O U R

I N D I V I D UA L  S P O N S O R S

J AC Q U E  D E  J OYA

J E N I L L E  YO U N G

L U C R E C I A  E U R I C H

R O G E R  A N D  F E  Q U I N TA N A  

M A R I E L A  F L E TC H E R

M A R G A R I TA  S A LC E D O -H A RT

T H E  M AC A L A L A G  FA M I LY

N A D I A  A N D  R O M E O  J U R A N I

A N G E L E S  "J E L LY "  C A R A N DA N G

W I T H  S I N C E R E  A P P R E C I AT I O N ,

N A F FA A  N AT I O N A L



Alex Esclamado

Lawyer and Veteran Journalist

The late Alex Esclamado co-founded NaFFAA in 1997 to
shed light on abuse against Filipinos in the work place,
address immigration concerns, and fight for Filipino
American empowerment. A lawyer and veteran
journalist, Alex first came to the United States in 1959
as chief correspondent for the U.S. edition of the now
defunct Manila Chronicle.

Atty. Loida Nicolas Lewis
Attorney and Philanthropist

Loida Nicolas Lewis, a philanthropist and a leader
within the Filipino-American community, is one of the
founders of NaFFAA. She helped establish the Asian
American Legal Defense & Education Fund (AALDEF),
and is a co-founder of the US Pinoys for Good
Governance (USP4GG), which was organized after
Benigno Simeon Aquino III was elected President of
the Philippines in May 2010.

Under his initiative and leadership, NaFFAA hosted the First
Global Filipino Networking Convention held at the Moscone
Center in San Francisco in August of 2002, which attracted
4,000 delegates, and which has continued in biennial global
Filipino summit conferences since then. Rodel was the first
Filipino to be elected to public office in SF when he was
elected to the SF Community College Board in 1992 and
reelected in 1996, 2000 and 2004, serving three terms as
president of the San Francisco College Board.

Atty. Rodel Rodis
Attorney and National NaFFAA Trustee

As a NaFFAA co-founder, Dadap forged a vital platform
uniting culture, advocacy, and leadership for Filipino
Americans. NaFFAA celebrates his visionary guidance and
unwavering dedication to traditional music as a tool for
empowerment. From the organization’s inception through
landmark anniversaries, his performances, workshops, and
calls to action have urged communities to safeguard heritage
while pursuing excellence.

Michael Dadap
Guitarist, Composer, Conductor

NaFFAA Founders
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	conference in the home of NaFFAA Region V, and the great
	State of Colorado. Region V, the Rocky Mountain Region, which
	may not have the Fil-Am population found on the coasts;
	however, we make up for a lack of head count by having some
	of the hardest working and most inspiring community leaders.
	NaFFAA Region V, even before the Region existed, had NaFFAA
	Charter members attending the 1997 formational meeting
	including myself, who served many terms as Regional Chair, as well as, Giselle Rushord, current
	NaFFAA National Secretary, and a larger contingent including myself, along with Giselle
	Rushford, Elnora & Nester Mercado, and Gloria Williams who attended the actual founding
	meeting in 1998. This commitment to NaFFAA continues to this day and has inspired a 2nd
	generation of leadership like NaFFAA National Vice President Dr. Alexander Africa, and NaFFAA
	Region V President, Jennifer Samuel. It is impossible for me to describe the satisfaction that I
	feel in knowing that the future of Fil-Ams in Colorado is in such capable hands.
	The theme of this NEC: ‘Harnessing the of Power of Community: Starting with Us’ is so very
	meaningful to all of us in the Rocky Mountains where our communities preserve our heritage
	through educating our youth about our Filipino culture and traditions. Our faith leaders tend to
	our spiritual needs, professional organizations help to promote our careers, and chambers of
	commerce nurture, our entrepreneurial spirit by giving the Fil-Ams the confidence to succeed.
	I know all of us in attendance will carry this spirit back to share with all the Fil-Ams when we get
	home.
	I would like to take this opportunity to mention our special guests, Honorable Arnel G.
	Talisayon, Philippine Consul General in San Francisco, who leads the effort to keeping all of us
	Fil-Ams engaged and supportive of our brethren back in the Philippines. I would also like to
	welcome the Secretary Dante “Klink” Ang II, of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas, whose
	department works so hard to ensure that our fantastic and hard working Kababayans, who
	leave their homes in pursuit of a better life are treated fairly and can fulfill their dreams.
	I wish all of the attendees to have a most special time, sharing the unique bond that all Fil-Ams
	share of being committed to their community and demonstrating through our actions that
	success awaits all those who work hard and make the most of our unique heritage in all that
	they do.
	Mabuhay!
	Donna B. LaVigne Honorary Consul

	Greetings, NaFFAA!
	Mabuhay po tayong lahat at maraming maraming salamat po!

	NaFFAA Region V
	Rocky Mountain
	Mabuhay!
	Jennifer Samuel
	Riezl Baker
	Rod Mercado
	Dr. Rommel Rivera
	Rodel Rodis, Esq.
	Maddie Vines
	Jacque de Joya
	Leo Belmonte



	NaFFAA Regional Presidents
	National Federation of Filipino American Associations

	Empowerment Conferences Through the Years
	NaFFAA was born out of a meeting between West Coast and East Coast Fil-Am leaders in New York in 1997. The then Philippine News Publisher Alex A. Esclamado, TLC Beatrice CEO & President Loida Nicolas Lewis, nationally acclaimed Guitarist Michael Dadap, and San Francisco State College Board President Rodel Rodis were talking over dinner about how to unite the 3,000 Filipino American organizations all over the country. The four decided it was time to convene a national conference and forge a common agenda for empowerment, and Mr. Alex Esclamado volunteered to lead the effort.
	“Panahon Na!”
	“Building the Infrastructure for Empowerment”
	“Filipino Americans Leading the Way to the Millennium”
	“Making Our Power Count”
	“Forging a National Consciousness as a Filipino Community in America”

	Sep. 10-12, 2004 - Chicago, IL
	“Bridging the Filipino American Community”
	“100 Years of the Filipino Diaspora - Hawaii and Beyond”
	“Forging the New Filipino American Agenda for the 21st Century”
	“Building the Next Generation of Community Advocates”
	10th National Empowerment Conference

	Aug. 4-7, 2012 - Detroit, MI
	“NaFFAA at 15: Celebrating the Next Generation of Community Advocates”
	11th National Empowerment Conference
	Aug. 7-8, 2014 - San Diego, CA
	“We Break the Dawn, Master Planning the Future”
	Aug. 4-7, 2016 - King of Prussia, PA

	“Celebrating our History and Building a Brighter Future”
	20th Anniversary
	Oct. 21, 2017 - Washington, DC

	“NaFFAA 2.0: One Voice,
	Four Thousand Strong”
	Aug. 15-17, 2019 - City of Carson, CA

	“MAKE IT COUNT: Transforming Mindsets for 2020 & Beyond”
	25th Anniversary
	“Navigating the Present, Shaping the Future”
	“Igniting the Power In Us”
	16th National Empowerment Conference
	Aug. 14-15 - in Aurora, CO

	“Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting with Us”
	National Federation of Filipino American Associations

	Empowerment Conferences Through the Years
	Brian Flores
	Brian brings a strong voice in journalism and storytelling, using his platform to inform, connect, and uplift communities. As a respected media professional, his presence at NEC reflects our commitment to meaningful conversations and elevating Filipino American voices on a national stage.
	Lorraine Eloriaga
	Born and raised in Denver, Lorraine has dedicated her life to celebrating Filipino culture and serving the community. From performing traditional Filipino dances at a young age to leading major cultural events, her journey reflects a deep commitment to heritage and unity.
	Hannah Tolentino
	Dante Ang II
	Dante “Klink” Ang II is a veteran journalist, media executive, educator, and public official. President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. appointed him in October 2024 as the Chairperson of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO), with a Cabinet rank of Secretary. Since taking office, Secretary Klink has focused on diaspora engagement to advance Philippine development.
	Dr. Michelle Mras
	Sara Moore
	Dr. Stacey Litam
	Ron Falconi
	Sheilah Jane Troiano

	Vendor Marketplace
	Vendor Marketplace
	View the Gala Page
	Bayanihan Awards Gala
	and Fashion Show
	Saturday
	Evening Program
	Registration & Reception
	Opening Ceremony
	Invocation
	Filipino Fashion Show & Cultural Storytelling


	Gala Performance Group
	Originally established as FACC Cultural, the dance performance group has been around for decades. After the FACC's 70th anniversary in 2024, the group had been rebranded as Padayon Cultural by President Vivian Egonio-Norman.

	Bayanihan Awards Gala
	and Fashion Show
	Act I Founders & Trailblazers
	Act II Health Professionals, Frontliners, & Educators
	Act III Emerging Leaders & Entrepreneurs
	Grand Finale
	Closing Remarks
	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT I
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Thelma Lassig
	NaFFAA Utah, President

	Virgit Vanek
	Ex Fundraising Director
	for NaFFAA V

	Donna LaVigne
	Honorary Consul for
	Colorado and Wyoming

	Gloria Villaver Williams
	NaFFAA Region V Treasurer/
	Board of Director

	Resty Lopez
	Giselle Rushford
	NaFFAA Trustee/Secretary
	Dasan Export
	Virgit Vanek
	Dhyun Amore Duque
	Filipino Designer
	Chona Estacio
	Kultura

	Mariela Fletcher
	NaFFAA National Chair
	Chat Khan

	Gloria Caoile
	NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region Senior Advisor

	Benjamin Ricardo Caoile
	Ramon Valera
	Traditional

	Sally Balecha
	NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region President
	Alfonso "Boy" Ginoo

	Dolly Specht
	NaFFAA Oregon President
	PamPinay


	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT II
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Genesis Africa
	First lady of Dr. Alexander Africa
	NaFFAA Vice President, Final Walk

	Marlene Perez
	NAFFAA Member and
	former Secretary

	Joyce Dutton
	Working mom and
	Caregiver to toddlers

	Dr. Stacey Diane A. Litam
	Keynote speaker
	Associate Professor

	Arminda Aguilar
	NaFFAA Region V Auditor
	Dhyun Amore Duque
	Handcrafted in
	Manila, Philippines
	Handcrafted in
	Manila, Philippines

	The Mestizo
	Jojo Martinez

	Dr. Michael StaJuana
	President
	Edwin Uy

	Carmeliza “Zha Zha” dela Paz
	Flor Liza Obana
	Teacher (retired) Cherry Creek School District #4

	Edith Pasion
	Vice President for
	Mission Uplift International
	Kirsten Regalado
	Frankie De Leon

	Mark Perez
	Physical Therapist
	Jor El Espina

	Anna Perez
	Aesthetician
	Jor El Espina


	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT III
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Amy Silver
	American Furniture Warehouse
	Visual Designer

	Kaela Malaki
	Founder of Lola Severina
	Blue Angelic Creations
	Amihan Artisans

	Jacqueline de Joya
	NaFFAA National Board of Trustees
	Alfonso "Boy" Ginoo

	Loida Norton
	Mrs. Woman of the World 2025
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Dhyun Amore Duque
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Joshua Acervo Ang Price
	National Executive Director, NaFFAA
	John Carlo Llamoso

	Shiela DeForest
	Ritchie Teves x
	Amihan Artisans

	Bella Knowles
	Founder, Baro Manila
	Ditta Sandico

	Nessa Whitney
	Kalinga Cultural Bearer
	Jenny Bawer Young

	Charmel Dela Cruz
	State President NaFFAA AZ Chapter
	Jean Amour

	Marie Villareal
	NaFFAA AZ Treasurer
	Jean Amour


	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT III
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Agnes Lopez
	Julie D Martinez
	Lin-ay by
	Binky Pitogo
	Julie D Martinez

	Dr. Maria Obis
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Miles Guardiano
	Jor-El Espina

	Patricia Cruzado
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Hannah Tolentino
	Angela Taloza

	Lilyann Freking
	Bamba Limon

	Vivian Norman
	Amihan Artisans

	Gabriel Young
	Francis Libiran

	Natividad Cura DeFrances
	Maddie Vines
	National NaFFAA Trustee
	Filipiniana



	The team from the nation's capital extends its warmest congratulations to Region V, the proud Rocky Mountain Region, for co-hosting the 16th Annual National Empowerment Conference. The Filipino American leaders gathering in Colorado will do the difficult but deeply rewarding work of advocating for our community — and we could not be more proud to stand alongside them. May all who attend forge lasting connections and leave inspired to advance the cause of Filipinos everywhere. Warms regards from Megan Pavillar, NaFFAA Capital President, James Escalante, Vice President and Angelo Reyes, Virginia and West Virginia State President. Mabuhay!
	Tel. 480 371 5436 eMail: naffaaarizona@gmail.com
	CHARMEL DELA CRUZ State President
	2026-2027 NaFFAA AZ Board of Directors with the
	NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region Board

	Founded in 1954,
	The Filipino-American Community of Colorado (FACC) is one of the oldest Filipino American organizations in the United States.
	colorado-filipinos.org
	Asian Roundtable of Colorado
	is a proud partner of the
	16th National Federation of Filipino American Associations
	National Empowerment Conference

	Building Bridges.
	Strengthening Communities.
	Taking Collaborative Action.
	Congratulations on another successful
	National Empowerment Conference!
	riezlbaker.com  •  706-347-2625
	usbank.com/communitypossible


	The changes we make
	today shape the possibilities of tomorrow
	U.S. Bank is proud to support
	Natl. Federation of Filipino American Association.
	Member FDIC. ©2025 U.S. Bank
	Sometimes, one small change can
	create an echo that impacts the entire community. That’s why U.S. Bank
	proudly supports, invests and volunteers in our communities. Because we believe the changes we make today will inspire even greater change tomorrow.
	Region V National Empowerment Conference
	and Bayanihan Gala
	Denver, CO


	La Filipiniana Collections @lafilipinianacollections
	THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
	JACQUE DE JOYA
	JENILLE YOUNG
	LUCRECIA EURICH
	ROGER AND FE QUINTANA
	MARIELA FLETCHER
	MARGARITA SALCEDO-HART
	THE MACALALAG FAMILY
	NADIA AND ROMEO JURANI
	ANGELES "JELLY" CARANDANG
	WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION,

	NAFFAA NATIONAL
	Alex Esclamado
	Atty. Loida Nicolas Lewis
	Atty. Rodel Rodis
	Michael Dadap


