<4 1617 NATIONAL
“EMP OWI/ERMIEINT

CONFERENICE

HARNESSING THE
POWER oF COMMUNITY:

STARTING WITH US

AUG. 14-15, 2026 AURORA, CO
HYATT REGENCY DENVER
FRIDAY & SATURDAY ANSCHUTZ MEDICAL CAMPUS

PRESENTING SPONSOR HOSTED BY

{: _,- Blﬂ"ﬂl mmn NaFFAA Region V

Rocky Mountain States




Congratulations for a successful National Empowerment Conference (NEC) 2026!
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WE ARE A SEATTLE BASED ORGANIZATION
WITH A NATIONAL IMPACT

Since 2018, Common Power (CoPo) works to foster, support, and amplify
a democracy that is just and inclusive. We provide creative on-ramps to
civic fieldwork, expand the people engaging in and benefiting from it, and
sustain this effort by investing in the next generation of leaders. Today, this
community has become a multigenerational and diverse group of
volunteers that aim to work across differences to be an effective volunteer
base for our Fieldwork program.

FOR MORE INFQ, VISIT:
commonpower.org
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To ALL OUR DELEGATES, YOUTH LEADERS, COMMURNITY
PARTNERS AND GUESTS JOINING US FOR THE

16th National Empowerment Conference 2026

Region V Is honored to host this year’s NEC In the beautiful city of
Denver, a place where mountains Inspire us to reach higher and
community strengthens us to go further together.

This conference Is a celebration of our heritage, leadership, and the
boundless potential of our Filipino American community. Let's learn,

connect, empower, and build a brighter future - Bayanihan style.

We are excited to welcome you to our home!
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Since 1997, the National Federation of Filipino
American Associations (NaFFAA) has been the
standard bearer for promoting the welfare and
well-being of the four million Filipinos and Filipino
Americans throughout the United States.

At the time of NaFFAA's inception, there were just
over 2.5 million Filipinos and Filipino Americans.
Founding members of the organization had the
foresight to visualize and organize our growing
power and voice into the next millennium.

Now with over 4.2 million Filipinos across the
United States, and with Filipinos considered
as the second-largest Asian American group,
NaFFAA is the largest non-partisan,
nonprofit organization, and national
affiliation of Filipino American institutions,
organizations, and individuals.

Its thirteen-member regions cover the
continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii,
and the Pacific Islands.



Best wishes from the NaFFAA National Executive Board

Mariela Fletcher =~ Ryan Namata  Dr. Alexander Africa  Giselle Rushford
National Chair National President National Vice President
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Joshua Ang Price Resty Lopez

National Secretary National Executive Director National Treasurer

NaFFAA Welcomes You!
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We envision Filipino American communities that are culturally, economically,
and politically empowered and engaged. NaFFAA’s vision is to serve as the voice
of all Filipinos and Filipino Americans by uniting, engaging, and empowering
diverse individuals and community organizations through four main pillars: Civic

Engagement, National Advocacy, Leadership Development, and Advancing
Filipino Culture.
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Promoting the welfare and Run For Office
well-being of over four million —
Filipinos and Filipino Americans
throughout the United States.
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Philippine Honorary Consulate:
Colorado & Southern Wyoming
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MESSAGE

Dear National Empowerment Conference Attendees:

It is with tremendous pride that | welcome you to the 2026 NEC
conference in the home of NaFFAA Region V, and the great
State of Colorado. Region V, the Rocky Mountain Region, which
may not have the Fil-Am population found on the coasts;
however, we make up for a lack of head count by having some
of the hardest working and most inspiring community leaders.

NaFFAA Region V, even before the Region existed, had NaFFAA

Charter members attending the 1997 formational meeting
including myself, who served many terms as Regional Chair, as well as, Giselle Rushord, current
NaFFAA National Secretary, and a larger contingent including myself, along with Giselle
Rushford, Elnora & Nester Mercado, and Gloria Williams who attended the actual founding
meeting in 1998. This commitment to NaFFAA continues to this day and has inspired a 2"
generation of leadership like NaFFAA National Vice President Dr. Alexander Africa, and NaFFAA
Region V President, Jennifer Samuel. It is impossible for me to describe the satisfaction that |
feel in knowing that the future of Fil-Ams in Colorado is in such capable hands.

The theme of this NEC: ‘Harnessing the of Power of Community: Starting with Us’ is so very
meaningful to all of us in the Rocky Mountains where our communities preserve our heritage
through educating our youth about our Filipino culture and traditions. Our faith leaders tend to
our spiritual needs, professional organizations help to promote our careers, and chambers of
commerce nurture, our entrepreneurial spirit by giving the Fil-Ams the confidence to succeed.

| know all of us in attendance will carry this spirit back to share with all the Fil-Ams when we get
home.

I would like to take this opportunity to mention our special guests, Honorable Arnel G.
Talisayon, Philippine Consul General in San Francisco, who leads the effort to keeping all of us
Fil-Ams engaged and supportive of our brethren back in the Philippines. | would also like to
welcome the Secretary Dante “Klink” Ang Il, of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas, whose
department works so hard to ensure that our fantastic and hard working Kababayans, who
leave their homes in pursuit of a better life are treated fairly and can fulfill their dreams.

| wish all of the attendees to have a most special time, sharing the unique bond that all Fil-Ams

share of being committed to their community and demonstrating through our actions that
success awaits all those who work hard and make the most of our unique heritage in all that
they do.

Mabuhay!

Donna B. LaVigne
Honorary Consul
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11880 Teller Street, Broomfield, CO 80020
303-885-9495




Mabuhay!

It iz iy great honor 1o welcome you 1o the 2026 NaFFAL National Empowerment Conference.

This yaar’s thema, *Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting With Us,” reminds ws that
meaningful change begins within each of us and becomes mone poweriul when we work together,

Across the United States, Filipino Amenicans continue to break barriers in business, education,
healthcare, public service, technology, the arts, and countless other fields. These achievemenis reflect
the courage of those who came befone us and the determination of 4 new generation ready 10 1ead, As
we celabrate this progress, howewver, we must remain mindful of Fillipings here and in the Philippines
wia continue 1o face hardship, uncerainty, discrimination, and limited access to oppartunity.

Qur success carries a responsibility to reach back, lift others, and ensure that ne one in our community
feels forgotten,

In these changing times, we must continue 13 follow our Morth Star—the values that have always guided
our people: family, resilience, compassion, service, and bayanihan. Our Morth Star reminds us of who
we ara, whera we coma from, and what we owe to cne another. But that guiding light can only bead us
forward when we choose 10 act,

That action stans with us. 1 beging whon we menar a young Fiping American, suppor a family in
need, create opportunities for emerging leaders, presende our hertage, strengthen our organizations,
and use our voices to help those who have yet to be heard. Leadership is not measured only by titles or
recognition, but by the lives we touch, the doors we open, and the peoaple we bring with us,

For mirarly three decadas, MaFFAA has uniled Filiping Americans Scross gensralions, regions,
professions, and backgrownds, This confierence continues that important work by creating a space to
axchange ideas, build meaningful relationships, and transform our shared values intd collactive action,

To our leadars, speakers, sponsors, partners, volunteers, and delegates, thank you for beleving in
MaFFALS mission and i the power of ow Community.,

Az we continue following our Morth Star, let us mowve forward together—breaking basriars, lilting owr
people, and fighting the way for fulure generations. The power of community beging with us. Let us use
that powear to bring hope and oppartunity to Filipings evenywhere,

Maraming salamat po, and mabuhay tayong lahat!

. .
Mariela M. Fletcher

NoFFAA Nationol Chair
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To our HaFFAA family, friends, and future leaders, welcome!

i1 is & privilege 1o gather with you at the 2026 MaFFAA Mational Empowerment Conference. Our theme,
“Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting With Us,” calls us fo recognine that our community's
future depands on what we choose to builld together Loday.

This year, we are expecting a langer numibser of young Fllipino Amerndcans (o join us. Their presence
BeEngs mEna energy, créathaty, and hope 1o our GTganZation. More importantly, it gives us &0 OpPaLNIY
—and 3 responsibility —bo ensure that the rising generation feals seen, welcomed, and prepaned (o lead.

Our young pecpie should not simply inherit our legacy. They should understand it, strengthen it, and
carmy it forwand in ways thel respond to the world they are entering. YWe must mentor them, ksten to
their ideas, open doors fod them, and give them meaningful Spporunities 1o serve. Wik must also
rememiber that the Emﬁlﬁ-ﬂ'ﬁi&tm&rt&iﬂh Ehem more than Mfwmmm ever oould,

Mentorship is not about asking young eaders to follow our exact path. it i about heiping them dscover
their cewn path whibg giving them the confidence, values, and support 1o mowve fonsard, I we nvest in
them today, they will build stronger onganizations, create new opportunities, and kead our community to
piaces we have yel 1o imageng.

| exiend my hearifell congralulsbons and appreciation 10 our Regional Pressdents, State Presadents,
Board of Trustees, and dedicated staff. Your leadership, sacrifice, and service keep NaFFAR strong and
meparing Torsard. You have stood behind this onganization every Step of the way, and this conference
woukd not be possibie withoul your commitment.

| also offer my sincere gratitude to the Rocky Mountain Region for being such gracious hosts. Thank
you for welcoming our national community and crealing a space where we Can connect, leam,
CelEbiate, and propane for the Tutune Logather,

A% wei participate in this conferance, | encourage each estabished leader to connect with someona
froem the rising generation. Shane your story, offer your guidance, and help open a dGoor. | also
SRCOUTIGE every youndg leader 10 $ep lomwand, 2k questions, buld redationships, and recognpe thal
there is a place for you in NaFFAA

The future of our community is not somethéng we simply wait for. it is something we prepare for, invest
in, and bulld together. Let us ensure thal the next generation is ready Lo carry our legacy—and
empowered o create one of their own.

With gratitude and greal hope for the futuee,

.

Ryan Mamata
NoFFAA Notional President
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Greetings, NaFFAA! 7

First and foremost, | give all glory, honor, and thanks to Almighty God for the opportunity to gather at the 16th
NaFFAA National Empowerment Conference here in beautiful Colorado. It is a blessing to celebrate our shared
culture, heritage, legacy, and spirit of the Filipino American community.

As Filipino Americans from across our nation come together, we are reminded that although we come from different
regions, generations, professions, and backgrounds, we are united by something greater than geography, we are
united by our shared history, values, and culture. Our heritage lives in our families, our traditions, our faith, our
languages, and in the spirit of Bayanihan that calls us to care for and uplift one another. It is through these shared
experiences that we find a true sense of belonging.

We are all here to unite, empower, advocate for, and elevate Filipino Americans while preserving our culture, heritage,
and legacy. This conference reflects that mission by bringing together leaders, professionals, students, entrepreneurs,
public servants, and families to learn from one another, build meaningful relationships, and strengthen our
communities for generations to come.

As we participate in this conference, | encourage you to embrace every opportunity before you. Learn from our
inspiring keynote speakers, engage with our moderators and panelists, connect with fellow delegates, and celebrate
the remarkable talents of our performers. Every conversation, every workshop, and every new friendship have the
power to inspire ideas, create partnerships, and strengthen Fil-Ams.

To our young leaders, and to everyone who feels called to serve, remember this:
Leadership has no age limit. Leadership has no title. Leadership has no expiration date.
If you have a heart to serve others, you already possess the qualities of a leader.

As we continue this journey together, | leave you with this reminder:
"If you only knew what you could accomplish, you would never place limits on your dreams. It is never too late to
begin, and it is never too late to succeed. You define your own timeline for success."

My sincere appreciation goes to NaFFAA Region V President Jennifer Samuel, the NaFFAA Region V leadership, and the
entire National Empowerment Conference Team, National Executive Board, for their vision, hospitality, and unwavering
dedication in bringing this conference to Colorado. Thank you as well to our planning committees, keynote speakers,
moderators, panelists, emcees, performers, sponsors, exhibitors, volunteers, and every individual working behind the
scenes. Your commitment has made this conference a memorable celebration of our community.

As we celebrate this historic gathering, may we leave inspired to serve with humility, lead with integrity, preserve our
heritage with pride, and continue strengthening the Fil-Americans for generations to come.

Mabuhay po tayong lahat at maraming maraming salamat po!

Ay i

Dr. Alexander Africa
NoFFAA National Vice President
MNational Empowerment Confarence Chair

.’.'?) Address
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Mabuhay!

On behalf of NaFFAA Region V, | want to personally welcome you to Aurora,
Colorado, for the 16th National Empowerment Conference.

It is truly an honor to host you in our beautiful Rocky Mountain region.
Whether you are traveling from across the country or just a neighboring state,
thank you for investing your time to be here. Your presence represents more
than attendance, it reflects your commitment to strengthening our Filipino
American community, celebrating our heritage, and inspiring the next
generation of leaders.

| hope you take time not only to enjoy the conference. We have worked hard
to create meaningful opportunities to learn, connect, and celebrate together,
and | hope you leave with new friendships, fresh ideas, and memories that will
last a lifetime.

Most importantly, | hope you feel at home. The relationships we build, the
stories we share, and the spirit of Bayanihan we embrace are what make this
conference truly special.

Thank you and welcome to Region V. We are grateful you are here, and we
wish you a memorable, inspiring, and joyful National Empowerment
Conference.

Salamat Po,

Jennifer Samuel
Region President
Rocky Mountain

National Federation of
Filipino American
Association
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Lourdes Mitra Esclamado
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FEBRUARY 6, 1931 — MAY 13, 2026
A C % .f(/ CHaith, Love, ervice, and .f{?;;mr;rf

Lowrdes Mirra Esclamada, affectionately known as Luly, age 95, of Relesville, Morth Caralina,
went o be with her Lord and Savioe Jesus Christ on May 13, 2026,

Born on February 6, 1931 in Manila, Philippines vo Ramon P, Mira and Saled de Oeampo, Luly grew
up with strong values of faith, education, and service. She graduated from 51, Theresa®s College in 1947

and carned her Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from the University of Santo Tomas in 1951, She began
lver career as a Chemistry professor and waught at De Ovamps Memoral Medieal Center and

Far Eastern University in Manila.

In 1951, Luly met the love of her life, Alejandre A, Esclamado, and they were married on August 9, 1932,
Together they built a beaueaful life and raised three children in the Philippines,

In 1959, Alex and Luly courageously moved o the United States and opened the ULS. Edition of the
Manila Chremicle. In 1961, The Philippine News was bom in their basement—marking the beginning
of their mission 1o unite and empower Filipine Americans through a strong, informed veice

During the Marcos dictarorship (19721986, the Esclamado family stood firm in the face of intimidation
and oppression, Their unwavering commitment to demaocracy amd buman nghts bed to the founding of
the Mational Association of Filipine Amenican Associations (NaFFAA}—a lasting legacy and the
unified voice of Filipine Americans natiomwide.

While her public impact was profound, Luly's heart always belonged first to her family. She and Alex
raisecd seven children in the LLS. | and her greatest joy was her legacy of fourteen grandchildren and
fourteen great-grandchildren.

A Faichful wife, devoted mother, grandmaother, and grear-grandmaother, comeniteed community leader,
entreprencur, and woman of fith—Luly lived a life thae honosed her Lord and served all whom she loved
and others in need.

c -d'-__-

b,
Her legacy lives on in every life she touched.
Her love continues. Her mission endures.




NaFFAA Board of Trustees

Riezl Baker Dr. Rommel Rivera

Rodel Rodis, Esq. Maddie Vines Jacque de Joya

Leo Belmonte



NaFFAA Regional Presidents
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~ National Federation of Filipino American Associations
. Empowerment Conferences Through the Years

NaFFAA was born out of a meeting between West Coast and East Coast
Fil-Am leaders in New York in 1997. The then Philippine News Publisher
Alex A. Esclamado, TLC Beatrice CEO & President Loida Nicolas Lewis,
nationally acclaimed Guitarist Michael Dadap, and San Francisco State
College Board President Rodel Rodis were talking over dinner about how
to unite the 3,000 Filipino American organizations all over the country.
The four decided it was time to convene a national conference and
forge a common agenda for empowerment, and Mr. Alex Esclamado
volunteered to lead the effort.

1st National Empowerment Conference
Aug. 22, 1997 - Washington, DC
Over 1000 Filipino Americans attended
“Panahon Na!”

2nd National Empowerment Conference
Oct. 16-18, 1998 - Washington, DC
“Building the Infrastructure for
Empowerment”

3rd National Empowerment Conference
Oct. 15-17, 1999 - New York City, NY
“Filipino Americans Leading the Way to
the Millennium”

4th National Empowerment Conference
Sep. 28 - Oct. 1, 2000 - Las Vegas, NV
“Making Our Power Count”

5th National Empowerment Conference

Aug. 28 - Sep. 1, 2002 - San Jose, CA

“Forging a National Consciousness as a
Filipino Community in America”

6th National Empowerment Conference
Sep. 10-12, 2004 - Chicago, IL
“Bridging the Filipino American
Community”

7th National Empowerment Conference
and
4th Global Filipino Networking
Convention
Sep. 28 - Oct. 1, 2006 - Honolulu, HI
“100 Years of the Filipino Diaspora -
Hawaii and Beyond”

8th National Empowerment Conference
Sep. 26-28, 2008 - Seattle, WA
“Forging the New Filipino American
Agenda for the 21° Century”

9th National Empowerment Conference
Nov. 19-21, 2010 - in San Francisco, CA
“Building the Next Generation of
Community Advocates”

(Continued)



(Continued)

10th National Empowerment Conference
Aug. 4-7, 2012 - Detroit, MI
“NaFFAA at 15: Celebrating the Next
Generation of Community Advocates”

11th National Empowerment Conference
Aug. 7-8, 2014 - San Diego, CA
“We Break the Dawn, Master Planning

the Future”
. 'Wﬁa

AVICATING THE PRELENT,
SHAPING THE FUTURE
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12th National Empowerment Conference
Aug. 4-7, 2016 - King of Prussia, PA
“Celebrating our History and Building a
Brighter Future”

20th Anniversary
Oct. 21, 2017 - Washington, DC
“NaFFAA 2.0: One Voice,
Four Thousand Strong”

13th National Empowerment Conference
Aug. 15-17, 2019 - City of Carson, CA
“MAKE IT COUNT: Transforming
Mindsets for 2020 & Beyond”

14th National Empowerment Conference
and
25th Anniversary
Aug. 4-7, 2022 - Las Vegas, NV
“Navigating the Present, Shaping the
Future”

15th National Empowerment Conference
Aug. 16-17, 2024 - Detroit, Michigan
“Igniting the Power In Us”

16th National Empowerment Conference
Aug. 14-15 - in Aurora, CO
“Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting with Us”
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National Federation of Filipino American Associations
’:_,f Empowerment Conferences Through the Years
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REGION V

Honl Conumittees

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT.
TAKE A BOow!
NEC Chair - Dr. Alexander Africa
Gala Chair - Jennifer Samuel
Sponsorship & Vendor Committee - Gloria Williams, Patty Cruzado & Dr. Maria Obis
Design & Decor Committee - Amore Floral & Events
Fashion Show Committee - Shiela DeForest, Dr. Maria Obis, Dhyun Amore, Sally
Balecha (Desert Mountain Region), & Jennifer Samuel
Registration & Guest Relations - Regina, Donna, Marlene, Aurelia, Gloria
Guest Experience & Ushers - Dr. Francis Macalalag, Caleb Webster, EJ Gonzales
Wellness & Safety - Attorney Jay LaVigne
Media - David Le & Marcus Archuleta
Gala Assistants - Haley Rodriguez & Jacque Fernandez
Runway & Backstage - Bernadette Niblo & Sedrique Olison

NaFFAA REGION V
MORTH DAKOTA = S0UTH DA = MONTAMA

WYOMING » KANSAS »

RISING FOR THE FUTURE.




Conference Emcees

Brian Flores

Brian brings a strong voice in journalism and
storytelling, using his platform to inform, connect, and
uplift communities. As a respected media professional,
his presence at NEC reflects our commitment to
meaningful conversations and elevating Filipino
American voices on a national stage.

Lorraine Eloriaga

Born and raised in Denver, Lorraine has dedicated her
life to celebrating Filipino culture and serving the
community. From performing traditional Filipino
dances at a young age to leading major cultural
events, her journey reflects a deep commitment to
heritage and unity.

Hannah Tolentino

Hannah began her journey in media at just 13 years old,
growing a YouTube channel to over 1 million subscribers. She
is now a model and commercial actor with Wilhelmina Rocky
Mountains and has spent over a decade as a TV Host and
News Correspondent with ABS-CBN.




PROGRAM AGENDA

HARNESSING THE
POWER oF COMMUNITY: -
STARTING WITH US “AGENOA.

Pre-Conference | Thursday, August 13

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Protessional’s Bootcamp: Resume
Writing, Interviewing, Salary Negotiations
by Ryan Namata

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Opening Reception (Cash Bar)
NaFFAA's Got Talent by Lou Vargas,
Emcees: Dolly Specht

Karacke Might by Joshua Ang Price

Sponsored by Agile Human Capital and
AV Entertainment

Day 1 - Friday, August 14
8:00 AM - 8:50 AM  Friday Breakfast in the Grand Ballroom

8:50 AM - 9:00 AM  Welcome Address by Mariela Fletcher, National Chair

8:00 AM - 9:25 AM  Opening Keynote: The Power of Community
Dante Ang ll, Secretary of the Commission on Filipinos

§:30 AM-10:25 AM  Founders and Trailblazers Roundtable
Rodel Rodis, Loida Lewis, Gloria Caoile, Jon Melegrito,
Michael Dadap, Dr. Alexander Africa (Moderator)

FRIDAY  10:30 AM - 11:25 AM

Our Truth, Our Power: Medical Mission Panel: Healing Pagkilala Bago Solusyon:
Safeguarding the Filiping Beyond the Mission Linderstanding Before Solving
Digital Diaspora Donna Lavigne, PNCO., Emerging Leadership Institute
Leezel Tanglao, Ryan Mamata (Moderator) {ELI} Introduction

Mark Calaguas, TAYO Facilitator: Gabriel Young



PROGRAM AGENDA

FRIDAY  11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Monprofit Govemnance and Intimate Conversations with Know History, Know Salf. Mo
Compliance Maestro Michaeal Dadap: On Histary, No Self: An Ethnic
Lauren Schmidt, Special Stortelling, Folklore, and Studies Lecture on the origing
Counsel, Colorado Lawyers  Music of Filipino American ldentity
Committea Michael Dadap Facilitator: Ava Ragasa

12:30 PM - 1:25 PM Networking Lunch
Advocating for Mental Health by Wilmar Suan
Special Awards Fresentation with Brendan Flores
The Mission of the Consulate by ConGen Arnel Talisayon

FRIDAY  1:30 PM - 2:25 PM

Cin Filipino Identify: Building Bridges Across Kwentuhan: How to Explore &

“Filipino Enough" Oceans: Immigration Panel Understand Fil-Am Community
Amie Balmaonte, Donna Struggles Through

Geri Inciso, Lavigne, Rodel Rodis, Intergenerational Dialogue

Giselle Rushford, etc. ConGen Arnel Talisayon Facilitator: Gabriel Young/TBA

FRIDAY  2:30 PM - 3:256PM

The Growing Community of Where We Come From, How Bayanihan Under Pressure: A
Retired Filipinos and Portable We Move Filipino American Crisis
Medicare Simulation

Jack Rushford
Eric Lachica Facilitator: Gabriel Young/TBA

330 PM - 3:45 PM  Merienda and Networking Break
A Message From Qur Partner FANHS

345 PM-4:10 PM  Keynote: Building Community Power
Dr. Michelle Mras, International Keynote Speaker, Coach & Author

FRIDAY  4:15 PM - 5:10 PM

Protecting the Ballot: Vioting Bayanihan in Business: Resgurcing Bayanihan: Turmning
Rights and the Power of the Fioneering the Future of ldeas into Funded Action
Filipino Vote in 2026 Filiping Entrepreneurship Facilitator:

Joshua Ang Price,
Joshua Ang Price, Angela Riezl Baker, Glenn Mendoza, MNaFFAA Executive Director &
Pedrigal (LEAD Filipino}, Charmel Dela Cruz, Hyan Namata,
Gloria Caoile Agnes Higley NaFFAA National President

515 PM-5:35 PM  Closing Keynote
Sara Moore, Executive Director of Colorado Dragon Boat [m] 54+ [s]

5:40 PM - 6:30 PM  Emerging Leadership Institute Day 1 Conclusion E._,.;
k3
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  Social Event at Adobo Restaurant S:g:ﬂﬁﬂ



PROGRAM AGENDA

HARNESSING THE
POWER oF COMMUNITY:

STARTING WITH US Lo

Day 2 * Saturday, August 15
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  Saturday Breakfast

8:35AM - 9:00 AM  Opening Keynote: Cultural Scripts and Collective Care
Dr. Stacey Litam, Speaker, Health Advisor at Forbes, Author

9:00 AM - 9:55 AM  Fireside Chat: Women in Community Leadership
Gloria Caoile (Moderator), Mariela Fletcher, Tia Dalupan,
Jacque de Joya, Dr. Stacey Litam (Region and State
Representatives)
Tribute to Luly Esclamado, one of NaFFAA's Founding Leaders

10:00 AM-10:55 AM Movie Viewing and Panel for "A Long March™ (20 minutes)
Tammy Botkin, Mike Simbre, Jon Melegrito, Nonie Cruzado,
Giselle Rushford (Moderator)

SATURDAY  11:00 AM - 11:55 AM

Best Practices Panel for Healthcare From Problema to Plano:
Region Presidents Professionals Forum Building Community Solutions -
ELI Day 2 Introduction
Dr. Alexander Africa, Laura Dr. Rommel Rivera
Garcia, Rachelle Ocampo (Moderator), Lester Andrew  Facilitalor: Gabriel Young
Uy; Claire Swartwood,
FharmD, BCPS, BCIDP;
Carmeliza dela Paz, DDS;
Alfredo Rivera, MD

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Networking Lunch and Regional Awards

1:00 PM - 1:25 PM  Keynote: The Imporiance ol Representation
Ron Falconi, Mayor of Brunswick, OH

SATURDAY  1:30 PM - 2:25 PM

Run for Office Panel Filipino Authors Panel Lakbay Ng Kabataan (The

Journey of the Youth): A
Larcy Douglas (Moderator),  Dr. Michelle Mras, NaFFAA Young Professional
Mark Pulido, Ron Falconi, Dr. Abby Hamilton, Career Panel

Steven Raga Sheilah Jane Troiano, etc. Facilitator: TBA



PROGRAM AGENDA

SATURDAY  2:30 PM - 3:25 PM

Stop Aszian Hate Session Mental Health First Aid Kit Completing the Lakbay: The
Joshua Ang Price Co-presented with Krystle ELI Accelerator Solution
(Moderator), Gigi de Gala, Canare and TJd Simba-Medel  Showcase

George Kuwamura, Panalists: Lester Uy (CYFAM),

Sally Balecha Dr. Rommel Rivera Facilitator: Gabriel Young

3:30 PM - 4:00 PM Closing Keynote: Building Community Power Starting With the Family
Sheilah Jane Troiano, Writer, Entrepréneur and Wellness Advocate

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM Emerging Leadership Institute Conclusion (Day 2)
5:00 PM - 530 PM Final Keynote for ELI Closing

7:00 PM-10:00 PM Bayanihan Awards Gala and Fashion Show
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Friday Keynote Speakers

For the full biographies, scan the QR code.

Dante Ang Il

Dante “Klink” Ang Il is a veteran journalist, media
executive, educator, and public official. President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. appointed him in October 2024
as the Chairperson of the Commission on Filipinos
Overseas (CFO), with a Cabinet rank of Secretary. Since
taking office, Secretary Klink has focused on diaspora
engagement to advance Philippine development.

Dr. Michelle Mras

Dr. Michelle Mras is an internationally recognized
keynote speaker, executive communication coach,
bestselling author, podcaster, and transformational
leadership advocate. Her work centers on helping
individuals recognize their inherent strengths,
overcome limiting beliefs, communicate authentically,
and live with greater purpose and intention.

Sara Moore

Sara Moore serves as the Executive Director of Colorado
Dragon Boat, a nonprofit organization dedicated to building
bridges of awareness, knowledge, and understanding
between diverse Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander (AANHPI) communities and the broader
public through cultural education, leadership development,
and athletic competition.




Saturday Keynote Speakers

For the full biographies, scan the QR code.

Dr. Stacey Litam

Stacey Diane Arafiez Litam PhD., LPCCs, NCC, CCMHC
is an Associate Professor of counselor education at
Cleveland State University, a racial equity strategist,
licensed professional clinical counselor and supervisor,
as well as a clinical sexologist with the American Board
of Sexology.

Ron Falconi

Ron Falconi began his term as Mayor of Brunswick in
2014. He is the first Filipino-American mayor in the
State of Ohio. In 2017, he was picked as one of ten
Asian American Leaders from across the country to
travel to Japan as a guest of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to discuss politics, culture, business, and
international relations.

Sheilah Jane Troiano

Sheilah Jane Troiano’s work centers on identity, resilience,
and the Filipino American experience. Born and raised in
Ifugao Province in the Philippines, she earned her
Engineering degree from Saint Louis University in Baguio
City. She is now based in Denver, Colorado, where she co-
owns a wine and spirits import company and a
wellness-focused CBD business.
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MAVIGATING THE PRESENT,
SHAPING THE FUTURE
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EXCLUSIVELY THE

BAYANIHAN GALA -
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AUGUST 15, 2026
— 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM —

&n evening of reflection, elegance,
and profound gratitude,

The Bayanihan Gala is the definitive
celebration of real-world excellence—
henaring those who lead, serve,

and empower our community.
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Bayanihan Awards Gala
and Fashion Show

Saturday
lkvening Program

Registration & Reception
Guests arrive - Photo Opportunities - Networking

Opening Ceremony
United States National Anthem
Philippine National Anthem

Invocation
Introduction of the Master of Ceremonies
Welcome Address
Jennifer Samuel
NaFFAA Region V President

Dinner Service
Keynote Address
Carabao Awards

Installation & Oath of Office

Filipino Fashion Show & Cultural Storytelling
Opening Presentation
Michael Dadap playing José Rizal - Dulce Las Horas



Gala Performance Group

Originally established as FACC Cultural, the dance performance
group has been around for decades. After the FACC's 70th
anniversary in 2024, the group had been rebranded as Padayon
Cultural by President Vivian Egonio-Norman.

Padayon Cultural's dance program brings the rich diversity of Filipino
culture to life through movement. From barrio folk dances to
Spanish-influenced and Indigenous-inspired movements, each dance tells
a story of heritage, community, and identity.

Dancers of all ages are welcome to explore Filipino rhythms, footwork,
songs, and attire, gaining a deeper understanding of the cultural roots
behind each movement. Performances not only entertain but also educate
audiences about the Philippines’ diverse communities. Through dance,
Padayon nurtures a connection to Filipino heritage while inspiring a love of
the arts in the next generation.

Dance Directors:
THE ELAPINO-AMWERICAN Danielle Stratton & Jason de Vera
& Youth Directors:
Nicole Galvan, Namdev Palalay, & Danielle Stratton

COMMINITY OF COLORADO



Bayanihan Awards Gala
and Fashion Show

Act | Founders & Trailblazers
A Journey Through Philippine Heritage
Carinosa by the FACC Performers & Rondalla

Act Il Health Professionals, Frontliners, & Educators
Celebrating Regional Traditions
Pandango sa llaw by FACC Performers & Rondalla

Act lll Emerging Leaders & Entrepreneurs
A Vision of Modern Filipiniana
Rap by Meta Sarmiento

Grand Finale
Featuring All Designers, Models & Performers
Hip Hop Tinikling by FACC Performers
& Special Guest Jack Rushford

Curtain Call
The Last Walk

Supporting NaFFAA's leadership, youth,

and community initiatives

Closing Remarks
Sponsor Recognition & Acknowledgments
Celebration & Dancing
Featuring Richi Ramos



Bayanihan Fashion Show

ACT |

MODEL

Thelma Lassig
NaFFAA Utah, President

Virgit Vanek
Ex Fundraising Director
for NaFFAA V

Donna LaVigne
Honorary Consul for
Colorado and Wyoming

Gloria Villaver Williams
NaFFAA Region V Treasurer/
Board of Director
Resty Lopez
President- Balayan Las Vegas

Association; Auditor - DMR; Auditor -
NaFFAA -Nevada

Giselle Rushford
NaFFAA Trustee/Secretary

Mariela Fletcher
NaFFAA National Chair

Gloria Caoile
NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region
Senior Advisor

Benjamin Ricardo Caoile

Sally Balecha
NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region
President

Dolly Specht
NaFFAA Oregon President

DESIGNER

Dasan Export

Virgit Vanek

Dhyun Amore Duque

Filipino Designer

Chona Estacio

Kultura

Chat Khan

Ramon Valera

Traditional

Alfonso "Boy" Ginoo

PamPinay



Bayanihan Fashion Show

ACT 11

MODEL

: Genesis Africa
First lady of Dr. Alexander Africa
NaFFAA Vice President, Final Walk

Marlene Perez
NAFFAA Member and
former Secretary

Joyce Dutton
Working mom and
Caregiver to toddlers

Dr. Stacey Diane A. Litam
Keynote speaker
Associate Professor

Arminda Aguilar
NaFFAA Region V Auditor

Dr. Michael Staduana
President

Carmeliza “Zha Zha” dela Paz
Dentist (DDS), Vice President Philippine
American Society of Colorado

Flor Liza Obana
Teacher (retired) Cherry Creek
School District #4

Edith Pasion
Vice President for
Mission Uplift International

Mark Perez
Physical Therapist

Anna Perez
Aesthetician

DESIGNER

Dhyun Amore Duque

Handcrafted in
Manila, Philippines

Handcrafted in
Manila, Philippines

The Mestizo

Jojo Martinez

Edwin Uy

Kirsten Regalado

Ramil Estrope President
of Philippine Designer Guild

Frankie De Leon

Jor El Espina

Jor El Espina



Bayanihan Fashion Show

ACT 11

MODEL DESIGNER
A il . :
American gm?%iglrgsv;rehouse Blue Angelic Creations

Visual Designer

Kaela Malaki

Founder of Lola Severina Amihan Artisans

Jacqueline de Joya " et
NAEFAA MatishalBoardof lsidas 7 L olz9. B0y, 9I00g

Loida Norton
Mrs. Woman of the World 2025 Dhyun Amore Duque

Dhyun Amore Duque

Cheyenne Filipino-American Club
President and CEO of Amore Floral and Dhyun Amore Duque

Events LLC, Final Walk

Joshua Acervo Ang Price John Carlo Llamoso
National Executive Director, NaFFAA O

Shiela DeForest Ritchie Teves x

Founder of Amihan Artisans, : g
Area Director of Gawad Kalinga USA Denver Amihan Artisans

Bella Knowles

Founder, Baro Manila Ditta Sandico

Nessa Whitney Kalinga Cultural Bearer

Fort Collins Habitat for Humanity,
Corporate Engagement & Event Manager Jenny Bawer Young

Charmel Dela Cruz
State President NaFFAA AZ Chapter Jean Amour

Marie Villareal

NaFFAA AZ Treasurer Jean Amour



Bayanihan Fashion Show

ACT 11

MODEL

gnhes LOE
Business Owner and Entrepreneur,
Commercial Photographer

Julie D Martinez
NaFFAA Arizona Secretary

Dr. Maria Obis
NaFFAA 5 Vice President

Miles Guardiano
PASCO President

Patricia Cruzado
Naffaa Colorado President

Hannah Tolentino
TFC News Correspondent/
Content Creator/Host

Lilyann Freking
High School Student

Vivian Norman
President of Filipino American
Community of Colorado

Gabriel Young
NaFFAA NorCal President,
FAHNS Youth Advisory Council

Natividad Cura DeFrances
Arizona NaFFAA Vice President

Maddie Vines
National NaFFAA Trustee

DESIGNER
Lin-ay by
Binky Pitogo

Julie D Martinez

Dhyun Amore Duque

Jor-El Espina

Dhyun Amore Duque

Angela Taloza

Bamba Limon

Amihan Artisans

Francis Libiran

LovedJoy Couture LLC
Arizona

Filipiniana
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Az we gather 1o celebrate the
NaFFAA National Empowerment
Conference Gala, we extend our
heartfelt gratitude to NaFFAA National,

NaFFAA Region V—our gracious host—

and everyone whose dedication made
this extraordinary celebration possible.
et —

Thank you for honoring the rich heritage,
culture, traditions, and legacy of the
Filipine American community while

advancing NaFFAA's mission of advocacy,

leadership, civic engagement, and
Empowerment.
i
Cur sincere congratulations to the -
Mational Empowerment Conference o
Planning Committee, the Gala and R
Fashion Show Committee, our
distinguished speakers. cultural
performers, award recipients, volunteers,
sponaors, and every individual whose
passion and service made this event
both elegant and memorable,
oxtm

A special thank vou to Dhyun Amore Dugue

for the artistry, creativity, and craftsmanship

behind the beautiful Maria Clara gown,

o timeless expression of Filipino heritage
and cultural pride that adds grace and
meaning to this unforgettable evening.

o
May this conference continue to Inspire
future generations to lead with integrity,

serve with compassion, and celebrate
the enduring spirit of Bayanihan.

Congratulations on a successful
National Empowerment Conference and Gala.

2 e S
Mabuhay ang NaFFAA.
Mabuhay ang Filipino American Community.
Mabuhay ang Pilipinas.
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Mabuhay, distinguished guesis, honored dignitaries, comn
sponsars, fiends, and members of our Filipine-Amer :

As Liake my limal walk this evening

! v [ i I edos 50 winh prolownd greatimde,
nmersse lmiliny, aoad a heart Gl

wilh thanksgving

Abowe all, 1 give thanks to Almighity God, whose grace, wisdom, and

unfaling mndance have made this remarkable evening possil

won—it has beema |
and the tmeless artisiry
arcund the world.

Tomight has been more than a
celehration of our Filipino i N, O "
that comtinues o unite generations of Filipinos

It has been both an honor and a privilege w design and cocate the six
Filapini: sierpicoes presemed this evening E‘ilt'l:l. creation rellecs no
oy thee e ol our traditional awire ban also the resalience, digminy,
anel e i spiri ol the [':Ill]m_llr et oy s extraordinaey models,

||'Ililrlk you lor weanng EVETY CesEEn wilin g, conhdence, and oase,

You transforned ¢

paece mio a lving expression of our culiure, and for that,
I am sineerely gra

I extend my decpest appreciation o our distinguished guests whose presence

has elevated this celebration: Patvicia Cruzado, President of MAFFAA Colorado;
Honorary Consul D LaVigne; Loida Norton of Women af the World N2,
D Maria l:]b 2, NAFFAA Begion v Viee Presicers el 'I:¢|I.¢$1'.$ Al‘ric;a,

Eevia EmperarizWyosming Ei'l_,'?ii. Yourr dlecican adlership, culiwral preservation,
anl |1u11|:|1||||i11.' SEPVICE CONLNUeS o ir|'~]:|"|n' us all,

Ty iy belenced husband, Kurt Smith, thank vou for vour noswavering love, stescdbst 1‘
encouragement, and constant support. Your | iy vistom has mven me the
strength 1o pursue my passion and serve our commumity’ with purpose, ¥

=

since 4. awecl mow for three conscoutive | s been one of the
Fn-.-n,u-r.t privileges of my life, Together, we hiove huilt not only an organization, bt a
amily united by our shared commitment to preserving, promoting, and celebrating the
richness of Filipino cultare here in Wyoming,

o L ereate s a rellection of
] o, i |:'|:||I|.||'1'_. W COnLanLe
=ntity with prde and conlidence,

As the ovmer of Amore Floral and Events, every de
my bowe lor cur herage, My hope s thag l!ll_lﬁ_l%':l] an, la
P arespare future generations o embrace their ic

Serving as the Founding President of the Cheyenne Filipino-American Club
i - rars as its Prestclent, h *f
|
!
|

I would also like 1o exi
resunding success of this v
truly an exceptional gather

vl my hearileli congratulaiions io NaFFAA National for ihe {
r's 16th MNational Empowerment Conference. [t was

than united Filipine- American leaders, professionals,

advocates, and communiny o zations [rom across the nation. [t was an honor to

participate, 0 meel n-_m-.n'k.mhlu- inelivichuials, 1w esablish meaningfol connecions, and o

exchange ideas tha will strengthen and empower our commusiiles [or vears W cone,

Thank vou w e National Board and every organaeer whose dedicat v mche 1his i||h|:|i.ri.||:|_; il
conlerenee possible, Your |1'4|.-|’|11'|‘.-!!|il:| CORnues e |||:||'i!i and wnite ['1||||-i||||--."u'||1'|"i|:':|:|:|x TR

the United States,

Finally, my sincere gratinede goes 10 our sponsors, dopors, volumtegrs, board members, i
supporters, and every guest whe shared this memorable evening with us, Your generosity,
trust, and commitment are the foundation upon which events like this become possible.
Because of vou, our mission o preserve our hertage and strengthen our community
continues w flourish.

As we conclude this beaugiful eelebration, may we remember that our culore is not merely
somaething we imbent—i s a legacy we are entrusied to preserve, celebreate, amd pass on
with pride o futane generaions,

Thank you for allowing me o share my passion, my creativity, and my heart wath all of you !

this everng, X

Maraming salamat po. May God continue to bless cach and every one of vou, F
4

Mabuhay ang kulturang Pilipino. Mabuhay ang Filipino-American community.
Mabuhay tayong lahat.

Sincerly,

nhngmoﬁ-nuque

Chevenne Filipino-American Club, President

o @



16th NaFFAA National &
> Empowerment Conference ¢ 4
;’:-, PN Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting With Us - 4

¥ T -' -

The NaFFAA Northeast Region proudly celebrates the 16th MaFFAA i
National Empowerment Conference and all whose vision, dedication, and & % &
service continue to strengthen our Filipine American community, _"-‘#

As we gather to exchange ideas, forge meaningful partnerships, and
inspire one another, may this conference renew our shared commitment to

i, g

5

= & servant leadership, collaboration, and purposeful action. Together, let us

& . continue to champion initiatives that uplift our communities, cultivate future
| leaders, and create opportunities for generations to come,

True empowerment is not measured by the positions we hold, but by the
lives we inspire, the communities we strengthen, and the leaders we help create,

May this conference remind us that our greatest strength lies not only in
our individual accomplishments, but in our collective resolve to lead with
integrity, serve with compassion, and work together for the greater good.
For when we empower one another, we do more than build organizations—

we build a legacy. j

Together, we honor our heritage.
Together, we embrace our purpose.
Together, we empower the future.

NaFFAA Northeast Region

Serving the Filipino American Community with Pride, Purpose, and Unity.




The team from the nation's capital extends its warmest
congratulations to Region V, the proud Rocky Mountain Region,
for co-hosting the 16th Annual National Empowerment
Conference. The Filipino American leaders gathering in Colorado
will do the difficult but deeply rewarding work of advocating for
our community — and we could not be more proud to stand
alongside them. May all who attend forge lasting connections
and leave inspired to advance the cause of Filipinos everywhere.
Warms regards from Megan Pavillar, NaFFAA Capital President,
James Escalante, Vice President and Angelo Reyes, Virginia and
West Virginia State President. Mabuhay!

NAFFAA

CAPITAL REGION

Washington, DC
Maryland
Virginia
West Virginia




‘-"""\~ AUGUST 14-15, 2026

(FRIDAY AND ..an“ﬁD.l'l.rI

Hyatt Regency Aurora=Denver
Conference Center
13200 E 148h P, Aurora, Colemdo B00T

"~ JOIN NOW! Rogister st nafias.org/NEC2026

Proudly Recognizing Our Chapters and Partners

L CELEBRATING UNITY = HONORING SERVICE » EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the NaFFAA Great Lakes Region
and its Chapters whose dedication, leadership, and commitment
continue to uplift our communities and strengthen our nation.

LI
i M 0
o ie

Great Lakes Reglnn

Indiana « Kentucky « Michigan « Ohio

Your vision, collabaratian, and urwavering commitment to aur shared mission P
continue 1o inspine progress, promote heritage, and build a brighter future ;
for Filipina Americans natiormwide ONE COMMURITY

OHE VDICE
e ONE FUTURE
/¥ [ Giastils ﬂfJé( ¢ ML P,

To OUR SPONSORS, PARTNERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND ATTENDEES
TOGETHER, WE ARE 5STRONGER!

SERVICE HERITAGE PROGRESS

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THIS HISTORIC JOURNEY:
MABUHAY ANG FILIPINO AMERICAN COMMUNITY!
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6" NaFFAA'S

NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE *
4

HARNESSING THE PUW ER OF COMMUNITY: +
STARTING WITH US

The Officers and Members of the
NaFFAA Midwest Region proudly extend our
heartfelt congratulations to the National Leadership, *
conference organizers, delegates, partners,
and all who have made this conference possible.
May this conference ignite new ideas,
strengthen lasting |‘.|:u'tn{:r.~;hip5, and inspire
all of us to continue working together
for the advancement of our
Filipino American community.

Together, we remain one NaFFAA—
stronger in purpose, united in service,
and committed to empowering
generations to come.

Mabuhay ang NaFFAA!

['lrI'lbu]m‘,'an"hhp]nu American Community!

NaFFAA Midwest Region

[llinois « lowa = Minnesota
Missouri = Nebraska « Wisconsin
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$ iﬁéﬂw & ~ TOGETHER WE RISE.
. #NaFF Tagemer We Thrive.

REGION V
Empowering Filipine Amerncans.

COLORADD « WTOMING « KAMLAT = MONTINA e Strengthening Communities. S0
NORTH CANOTA  BOUTH SAXDTA Building a Legacy. v
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NATIONAL ASSOC]ATION OF FILIP]NO
AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS (NAFFAA)

SOUTHWEST REGION

EMPOWERING OUR COMMUNITIES,
SHAPING OUR FUTUREI

Hatmnal Empnwerment
Conference

2026

The Southwest Region extends heartfelt congratulations to
NAFFAA National Leadership and the National Empowerment
Conference Committee for a successful and inspiring gathering!
We celebrate your commitment to advancing Filipino American
voices, unity, and empowerment across the nation.

Mabuhay!

From: NAFFAA Southwest Region
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TO THE OFFICERS, MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS OF
R .

NaFFAA =

* K

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
FILIPINO AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS /

* % W oW

— ON'THE 16™ —

NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE
August 14-15, 2026 = Aurora, Colorado

=le

As NaFFAA gathers to lead, learn, and inspire, _;:

we celebrate 'y'ﬂl_:.ll:' unwavering mn?mltment to . WASHINGTON
our shared mission and the incredible impact
you create in our communities.

NaFFAA Pacific Northwest Region (PNW)
is proud to stand with you—working
collaboratively across four states in
advancing NaFFAA’s vision of
empowering Filipino Americans and
ensuring that every community

has the opportunity to thrive.

s

NaFFAA PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION (PNW)

WASHINGTON IDAHD OREGON ALASKA

0
ONE COMMUNITY. FOUR STATES. UNLIMITED IMPACT. (C}W%
TOGETHER, WE BUILD A STRONGER FUTURE. /
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NaFFAA Northern CA wishes congratulations on the
16" National Empowerment Conference!

GRATULAT

ﬂ www.linktree.com/naffaanorcal "F,: @naffaa.norcal




Narionar Feoeramion of Fiurino American Assoclarions
GREATER LOS ANGELES REGION

wrn MaFFAA cas
9 Los Angeles County 9 Ventura County 9 San Luis Obispo County
? Orange County 9 Santa Barbara County ? Kern County

NaFTFAA Greater Los Angeles congratulates
NaFFAA National on hosting the
16th NaF FAA National E'mp{uuer powerment Corlf erence (NEC),

co-hosted by the NaFFAA Rocky Mountain Region.
MABUHAY!!!
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San Diego/Inland Empire/Imperial County

TO THE ORGANIZERS OF THE

- 16TH NATIONAL
EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE (NEC)

*
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’ﬁ%’?ﬁ?m DESERT MOUNTAIN REGION
2026 OFFICERS

4

r

Sally Balecha  Cynthia Deriquito G ne Inciso Ruby Scaglione Resty Lopez

President Vice Prasident Secretary Treasurer Auditor
BOARD OF DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
l.‘:ha1 dela Cruz Dr. Mike StaJuana Thelma Lassig alido Leo Fortuno Sonny Vinuya

Arizona Nevada Litah Arts Culture & U5 Filipimo Veterans Gowvemmen! Affairs

Entertainment
. A

ADVISORS
Atty Nadia Jurani Gloria T. Amie Belmonte Engr. Romeo Jurani Arthur deJoya Rozita V. Lee

Legal Counsel  Execulive Advisor -0 Belmonte Ha i Consii



NEVADA

OFFICERS ANNA LADAD

JAN. 1, 2026 - DEC. 31, 2027 Vice President

RO IR

DR. Mll} HA El STMI.I ANA

FERDINAND PONCE EIIIIIIII.[E SNEES MARILYN ANTE """B'u%rﬁ'&‘s“‘ CRISTIHA CATAREHAL
Executivg Director Troasure Aggl, Treasurer

=

EDEN GALIDD
Mewmnberihip Directar

JOHAHN SAYSOH
Mecia Communications

SAM BUBAN 7 [ W
sawp WA

Legad Cownead Lge! Lispan

SEBASTIANLADAD  SOL LLASOS
Youth Liaison Officer Higdorian

B
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Fﬂlsli-l.f‘gﬂi

ELLEN STOKES ~ OLYMPIA RAMDNES IHIH SAMED WEISS SOLARD lIE-'.El TRIKIDAD Hl.ﬂlﬂN MULTD UK SAPI MBCABALD
e AT e T T LT i AR
ADVISORY BOARD

JACOUELINE
. DEND

YNTHIA LED T HORCON AMIE  ROZIA V. " ENGR, ROMED Vi
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E UNITED. EMPOWERED. MAKING AN IMPACT.
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""__--h""' HaFFAA Utah is dedicated to promating unity, preserving our Filiping
UTAH heritage, and creating cpportunitics that empower our community

throwgh leadership, sendoe, and advocacy.
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strengthen our comemaunity, and Making a difference togethes
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Abby Richardson Manica Ashby Grace Bryne
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Be part of a vibrant
cormmamity that wuplifis,
empowers, and leads.
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NaFFAA Arizona Rocks!

Tel. 480 371 5436 eMail: naffaaarizona@gmail.com
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Nattie DeFrances Julie Martinez Mary Jane Lumen
Vice President Recording Secretary Correspondence Secretary

Marie Villareal Jovie Calma lhman Esturco
Treasurer Mktg & Comm DirectorEvents & Promotion Director

Jess Siozon Arnel Regino I:inda Hawk
Membership Director (West)Membership Director (East) Govt Relations Director

Jennifer Lewis Malou Padilla Cecille Waller
PR & Media DirectorCommunity Outreach DirectorSpecial Programs Director

Joshua Dela Cruz Jemimah Dela Cruz Sol Tinio Nanette Aranas

Digital Tech Director Arts & Culture Director Youth E Par ips Director
Director
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Region 111
New England

Comnecticwt. Maine, Massnchwoetis,
Mew Hampshine Rbode Isdand, Yermont

™ Your unwavering commitrment 1o empower,
aducate, and engage our communities
continues to inspire and create lasting impact.

Mabuhay ang NaFFAA!

— o — TG —— —
OFFICERS:
Frank Celoza
a Gilda Stiefel

Dee 5t Denis

16th NEC + 2026 =

CIVIC LEADERSHIP FORUM oy som

Region President
Treasurer

Secretary

Chadr RI

Chaar MA&

Chasr CT

Chair Cultural and Advocacy
Youth Leader

MaFFAA headed the Philippine Consulate Owtreach in NaFFAA dancers had and continue to showcase our
Massachusetts for a numbaer of years collaborating with various culture through dance performances all over not only
organizations, 11/25 in New England but also in New York and New Jersey.
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_  Colorado Alliance for
v Healt!'- .Ec!}.ll.'f';.r_and Fr_m:fu?g
DENVYER
Health Equity.

Stronger Communities.
Better Together.

-

Culturally
Responsive.
Community

CAHEP is a community-based, nonprofit
arganization dedicated to advancing health
equity and improving the well-being of
underserved and immigrant communities Focused.
across Colorado,

We believe everyone deserves access to quality,
compassionate, and culturally apprupriate healthcare.

3 -

OUR SERVICES

Primary Care for All
Comprehensive medical care for
individuals and families.

Integrated Behavioral Health
Mantal health and wellness support WHY CA H EP?

for the whole person,

Culturally & linguistically appropriate care
S : Bilingual staff and patient navigators
Affordable dental services for
a healthy smile. Patient-centerad and respectful

Accessible services regardless of
insurance or immigration status

Community Qutreach & Education
Health education, screanings, and
resources at events and in the community.

e 0000

Strong community partnerships
Support for Immigrant &

Underserved Communities
Culturally and linguistically appropriate we are hﬁ'f‘e Fﬂr yﬂu,

cang—everyone is welcome:

Your health. Your culture. Your communily.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!
303-954-0058 | 5250 Leetsdale Dr. #110, Denver CO 80246 | www.cahep.org

@
®
®
©
©
®©

Proudly serving the diverse o B e _;'rﬂjffﬁlﬂ‘, we bl
o R HEALTH ECLHTY = QOMPASSION = COMMUMITY APCANERMENT #Mﬁﬂaﬁtr Futﬁrﬂf-



Founded in 1954,
The Filipino-American Community of
Wk Colorado (FACC) is one of the oldest
Filipino American organizations in the
United States.

THEFINPING- AMCRICAN

COMMITNITY OF COLORADO

Originally established as the Filipino Club of the Rockies, FACC has spent
more than seven decades preserving and promoting Filipino culture,
heritage, and traditions through education, community service, cultural
programs, and youth leadership.

!, AURORA

- \  ASIAN/PACIFIC 4

) Aunon A . /\ COMMUNITY

Gt PARTNERSHIP

ACIFIC COMMUNITY pap
e i RS

-p@ds PRIORITIZING MENTAL |
S oFAY HEALTH AND WELLNESS 4

UPLIFTING AANHPI @
YOUTH WITH '
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

SUPPORTING CULTURAL |

WORKING TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

AANHPIS IN AURORA, COLORADO SINCE 1989

~ 2 -~ ..
= www.auroraasian.org <
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Flavors of the Philippine Islands

Celebrating Filipine Herilage,
Onjﬁm«f al a M ﬂ*”“

Congratulations to the

National Federation of

Filipino American Associations (

on another successful

National Empowerment Conference.

For generations, Mama Sita's has believed that
every Filiping meal tells a story—of family, tradition,

culture, and home. We are honored to help bring

7 those stories to your table as Filipino American

<+ leaders from across the nation gather to celebrate
% our shared heritage and build an even brighter

future together.

i,

Tatn

4

We are especially proud to partner with
Executive Chef Paulie Cauilan and the
culinary team at the Hyatt Regency
Aurora-Denver Conference Center
to season and inspire the Filipino dishes
enjoyed throughout this year's conference
and the Mational Gala.

ol -
Together, we're serving more than great food—
we're sharing generations of authentic Filiping EXECUTIVE CHEF
flavors that connect communities across
every table.
Maraming salamat, NaFFAA,
for your leadership and your unwavering
commitrment to uplifting Filipino
Americans nationwide,

HYATT R

We look forward to many more years of
celebrating cur culture—one delicious
meal at a time. W

FROUD CULINARY PARTHER OF THE ﬁ !

b 2026 NaFFAA NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE

efo- L —

: 1 e S S

Mama Sita’s R
Bringing authentic Filiping flavars to the world.

. Minanang Sarap, Natural ng Sangkap, &

L. sire
=gt A I P E LA e
o wWWW.mamasitas.com ﬁ @ B @mamasitasusa ,'-'-‘1‘-‘33,




TO THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FILIPINO AMERICAN
ASSOCIATIONS (NAFFAA) ON THEIR 16TH NATIONAL
iz EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE

| b % | * = 3 e 2 & L
i ] . -1 |

THANK YOU FOR STANDING BEHIND THE PILLARS OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, NATIONAL
ADVOCACY, LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT, AND ADVANCING FILIPINO CULTURE

BEST WISHES ON YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVORS
PR FROM THE DE JOYA FAMILY

o ARTHUR, JACQUELINE, 0/
\  DR.JARED AND JASON s




Asian Roundtable of Colorado
is a proud partner of the
16th National Federation of Filipino American Associations
National Empowerment Conference

Building Bridges.

Strengthening Communities.
Taking Collaborative Action.

Asian Roundtable of Colorado (ARC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that unites
and supports Colorado’s diverse Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
(AANHPI) communities, building meaningful statewide partnerships
that strengthen and connect Colorado for everyone.

Through teamwork, leadership, and community efforts, ARC addresses key issues,
encourages civic participation, and fosters mutual understanding.

Email us if you’re curious aboutAsian Roundtable of Colorado
and would like to join or collaborate, either for yourself or your organization
info@asianroundtableofco.org

Visit our website asianroundtableofco.org

Heton
Agotins”
%

Learn about our current initiative actionagainsthate.org
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NaFFAA NATIONAL
EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE
2026
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Congratulations to our NaFFAA leaders,
members, partners, and friends on

the celebration of empowerment,

unity, and purpose!

This year's theme:
Harnessing the Power of
Community: Starting with Us

This theme reminds us that real change
begins at home—within ourselves,

our families, and our local communities.
When we listen, support, and stand
together, we unlock the strength to
uplift others, create opportunities,

and build a brighter future for all.

Small actions, shared values, and
collective commitment can spark

lasting impact across generations.

As we gather in Denver, let us be
inspired by our shared heritage,
strengthened by our collective
commitment, and energized to
create impact in every community
wee call home.

e “-Ff

OUR STORY. OUR STRENGTH.
OUR FUTURE.
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MAHIELA FLETCHER

Mational Chair 2024-2025
MaFFAA



atulations on anothes success

This conference is far more than a gathering but is a celebration of our
heritage, our achievements, and our shared commitment to
empowering Filipino Americans across the United States. It brings
together leaders, entrepreneurs, professionals, educators, students,
veterans, and community advocates who are united by one purpose: to
strengthen our community while inspiring the next generation to lead
with excellence, integrity, and service.

It is truly an honor to support the National Empowerment Conference
and to serve as a National Trustee for NaFFAA. | am proud to stand
alongside so many remarkable leaders who selflessly dedicate their
time and talents to advancing our mission and creating opportunities
for Filipino Americans throughout our nation.

Thank you to every volunteer, sponsor, speaker, and organizer whose
hard work made this conference possible. Your passion, vision, and
commitment embody the Filipino spirit of Bayanihan, working together
for the greater good.

May NaFFAA continue to grow in influence and
impact, inspiring future generations of Filipino
Americans to lead with courage, serve with
compassion, and make meaningful contributions

Riezl Baker (/6 ( '
NaFFAA Trustee B K E R

LAKE OCONEE'S LUXURY REALTOR

to our communities.

Sincerely,

Leewee (b
3 4

riezlbaker.com ¢ 706-347-2625
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T the Natianal Federatian of Flipina
Conerican Clssaciations (Ola FRAT)

It is with profound admiration and heart-felt best
wishes that | extend my sincerest congratulations to
NaFFAA on the occasion of its National Empowerment
Conference. May this gathering be a resounding success,
deepening our shared sense of Kapwa, strengthening
our Bayanihan spirit, and continuing the vital work of
empowering our communities across the nation.

" @Wrﬂ&ma (ﬂ?&m& . I : N

3% MARISSA TIRONA NAFFAA
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Empowered Leaders
Deserve an

[nspiri ng Lscape

Celebrating leadership, collaboration,
and community at NAFFAA NEC 2026.
As a Filipina nurse, entrepreneur, and
PMACO President (2022-2024), | value

the leadership, mentorship, and
community that NAFFAA inspires.

LB

My husband Paul and | are proud to support
MNAFFAA and the Emerging Leadership
Institute as they help the next generation
grow with confidence, purpose, and
connection.

We offer three vacation condos on the
beautiful Garden Isle of Kaua'i, on the
Morth Shore in Princeville, Hawai'i.

Two condos are in a resort, and one isin a
garden condo community—created to cffer
a place to rest, reconnect, and be inspired.

Exclusive NAFFAA Offer
$100 Off Direct Booking
Use code: NAFFAA26

Vialid for stays through 17/15/2027

oF %

1] T '. ||',h ﬁ,’rf_;.l' _h.

Carins Madriags & Psul Duquette
Primceville Rental | Kaua'i, Hawad
BOB-431-5779
PrincevlleRental com

PRINCEVILLE S
" R

)
P
L
Private vacation rentals with full kitchens,
private lanais, and idland-inipired comfort.

D—0—



Tayo provides vital, trustworthy, and culturally relevant information to
help Filipinos navigate the information ecosystem. As a project of the

- ' tayo Filipino Young Leaders Program (FYLPRO), Tayo is an innovative data

hub that empowers Filipinx/a/o communities by collecting data,
fostering partnerships, publishing culturally relevant insights, and
admin@tayochelp.com » www.tayohelp.com developing leaders to create an equitable and sustainable future.

SURVEY ON FILIPINO AMERICANS
AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

How has Al affected your life?
We want to hear from you!

Our Purpose

CARE is a research registry designed to connect AANHPI communities
to opportunities to participate in health research. Some of the
research focuses on cognitive decline, Alzheimer's disease and

Chat Al related dementias, aging, and caregiving-related topics.

Who Can Participate?

To be eligible for CARE, you must:

= Self-identify as Asian, Asian American, Native Hawaiian and/or Pacific |slander (AANHPI)

= 18 years old or older

* Able to read or speak one of the following languages: English, Chinese (Mandarin,
Cantonese), Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Samoan, Tagalog or Vietnamase

= Reside in the United States (US) or U.S. Associated Pacific Islands (USAPI)

» Have an interest in participating in potential research
Take the survey here:

X a E AN -
e . Wy g s (o
bit.ly/FilAmAlSurvey : ENROLL HERE E_ = A
3
PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN =
SOCIETY OF COLORADO 1 L
* ok ok ! — ¥
iy

&
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PASCO

Who We Are

The P

Our Programs

Our cultural programs promote learning, -
community, and nurture our Filipino people. b , ) |
» Kick off your shoes with our Cultural Dance \h-x.h \IC % =
Troupe for all ages CULTUK 9

- Take Tagalog classes to preserve our language

+ Join one of Colorado’s legacy dragon boat
teams: the PASCO Fighting Dragons

+ Celebrate the holidays in our annual Parol
Lantern Workshop




Margarita
Salcedo-Tart
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CONGRATULATIONS,

NaFFAA!

+O O O

2026 NATIONAL
EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE

Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting with Us

As a former National Chair, there is nothing more rewarding
than seeing NaFFAA continue to grow, evolve, and empower
Filipino Americans across the country. Pt

MaFFAA has never been powered by a single person. Its strength
has always been harnessed from the passion of our people:

leaders wha cast a bold vision, volunteers who give selflessly,
partners who believe in our mission, and supporters who
continue to show up year after year. Together, they transform
ideas into action and aspirations into lasting impact.

Community is not something NaFFAA serves from the outside.
It is the engine that drives us forward.

That is the true power of community. Not power that is given to us,
but power that we harness together. Because power, after all,
is never given. It is harnessed, beginning with each of us.

As we gather for the 2026 National Empowerment Conference,
may we harmess the power of our community and carry that
spirit well beyond this gathering.

Let's continue making history and writing our story.

Mabuhay NaFFAA!

Brendan Flores
Former Mational Chair, NaFFAA
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Florist and Event stylist
| do weddings and other events, As an innovative
and resorceful floral designer , | have over decades of
I am skilled in large arrangements and complex inta
| can make your each and every event the most memo




[BHbank

The changes we make
today shape the possibilities
of tomorrow

Sometimes, one small change can

create an echo that impacts the entire
community. That’s why U.S. Bank
proudly supports, invests and volunteers
in our communities. Because we believe
the changes we make today will inspire
even greater change tomorrow.

Region V National Empowerment
Conference

and Bayanihan Gala

Denver, CO

=

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER Member FDIC. ©2025 U.S. Bank 1320405

usbank.com/communitypossible

U.S. Bank is proud to support
Natl. Federation of Filipino American
Association.

Congratulations to NaFFAA’s NEC!!!

From The Macalalag Family: In Memory of
Dr Francisco Macalalag Jr




and more power to the

‘ Officers a?g Members

National Federation of

Filipino American Associations
(NaFFAA),

most especiallﬁr to our friend,

Chairwoman
Marlela Fletcher

Angeles “Jelly” Carandang and Family



Amifan Ariisanrs

Philippine handmade made upcycled juice pack bags, Modern handmade
Filipiniana apparel, home goods, jewelry and accessories

ello@amihanartisans.com

h

Poshmark: amihan_artisans

() 'nstagram: amihan_artisans_lic @ +1(720)509-9938
e
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PREMIIM 1AI'S | | MANGOD |

INGREDIENTS - . CON YELDY « SA GO

mAEN Authentic Pinoy Taste ’

o

_ PERFECT FOR L
EVERYDAY .
~ ot Flavers that é’ung '
rR = us heme. €
FILIMNG MADE FAMILY INSPIRED SHAKE WELL » SERVE CHILLED

TRADITION YOU CAN TASTE

- -

500 mL (16.9 FL OT) ~ BEADY TO DRINK

FISH FAVORITES

R ——  —
- & NO ARTRICIAL FRESTRVATIVES

& QUALITY INGREDIENTS

ﬂ MADE WITH CARE BY FILIFING HANDS

& s
MEATE

R  MADEM FOR ORDERS, YOU CAN USE

A - T
FILIPING & COLORADD, USA 2 ) Y A EAERGER !



SUGCESSLINK

OUTSOURCING

EMPOWERING BUSINESSES.
CREATING OPPORTUNITIES.
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES.

Congratulations to NaFFAA on the 2026
National Empowerment Conference.

SuccessLink Outsourcing proudly celebrates
Filipino American leadership, heritage, and
bayanihan. We help organizations scale while
creating stronger businesses and brighter
opportunities.

k3 Customer Support . Accounting & Bookkeeping

Wb Virtual Assistant @ Digital Marketing

Property Management

E= Back-Office Operations Support

ROD MERCADO
CEO and Founder

@ sl-outsourcing.com .

® (408) 705-3902

@ info@sl-outsourcing.com ‘ :

o
®
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Blue Halo
Glassy Mist
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Y.p 0 Young Marketplace
H e (408) 560-7141

@ www.youngmarketplace.com
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BOOST
ENERGY

INCREASE ELEVATE BALAMCE SUPPORT
FOCUS MOOD APPETITE METABOLISM

DARE ROAST COFFEE
Ehiwoum abniole sulied

e
L

=

ELEVATES CaOrriL
EREVATED LiTE

0 @ BrewEmpire Coffee California
M (408) 560-7141
agaralife.com/BrewEmpire




CEBU INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
JURANI CATARATA CHAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

2026 ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, IHIi[I\'ATII]H AND LEADERSHIP AWARDEES
GEAR AWARDS 2026

Chamgion for Al Development mhmm
and Scalable Startep Selutions 1o Edveation wd lansvation for
: the Filipina Peaple

=
-
-
- . ' RINSLLYSN G. MINYAMIN i Alliah Mae Dignion
% FINALIST } mn;umm{ﬁlﬁgﬁu:ﬂumms %‘; BSEM-4
CALCULUS |
- +*
. Dehbra Anne C. Pacalde DED MARI JAKEEM B. DAYONOT
John Cyrell M, Maniat TOP FERFORMING IN ESGINEERING 2026 BEST STUDENT IN METALLURGY
Alester M. Cuyos - ot -
RINSLLYN G. MINYAMIN 2026 BEST STUDENT IN GEQLOGY
Jokn Timathy R. Cabugus TOP PERFORMING IN CHEMISTRY FOR
Patz Jacob T, Liin : _ ENGINEERS LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE AWARD
: . FRHOLAND J, LADARAN
Irvin C. Almodiel TOP PERFORMING [ PHYSICS FOR ENGINEERS 2026 BEST STUDENT IN MINING
Ralph Jonathan R. Calzada = CHRIS LAWRERZ L. CANADA
TOF FEEI'GH.HII«N !iﬂ' NIFFERENTIAL
X y - =
2026 English Communication & Released by the founders of the Jurani Catarata Chan Scholarsbip Foundation:
Leadership Training Best Speakers o, . o, put & Rosabta Chan Juraes nd Ergr Romeo & Atty Madia Catarata hrar,
Karl Vynz Atazan (B5BI0-4) Project Manager Engy. Charie Hg and Campus Student Administrator Shirkey Ares

Ryan Jay Ubas (B3A-3)




| REALTYONEGROUP

HOMES = LIVES - DREAMSET

UPPURTUNIT

F_;.___
UNLOCK THE DOOR
TO YOUR FUTURE.

LET’S FIND YOUR
DREAM HOME TODAY.

% gﬂM; GRI, ABR
Broker-Salesperson

B5.0050849.LLC

() 702.596.3231

|"—_ ' SALLYBALECHA@GMAIL.COM
= i

EXPERIENCE » INTEGRITY *+ RESULTS

Yousr Real Etite Pastior You Can Trast-




Fashionably bridging
the past with the
present, ensuring

the everlasting
preservalion of our
extraordinary

calfwral idenfily
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E LaFilipinianaLFC.etsy.com
O Lo Filipiniana Collections
@ @lafilipinianacollections



UNITING PEOPLE, BUSINESS & CARE
UNDER ONE ALLIANCE

) ALLIANCE
(—I- -
ALLIANCE (@mmnmf
I.R.AC.

\

EMPOWERING
EVERY
PARTNERSHIP

Through integrated Healthcare, Business Back
Office, and IT Solutions designed to help
organizations grow, operate efficiently, and
succeed with confidence.

MORE INFO
hragrou p.net Wilmar Suan, CPA CGMA MST
2 CED
info@hragroup.net
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Your first
crypto

wallet
starts here.

Simple. Sec

+ Send & receive
crypto in seconds

++++++



A lifestyle of Yo
POSSIBILITIES MECAWORLD

One-of-a-kind projects from our signaiure brands. INTERMATIONAL
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OUTSTANDING ORGANIZATION AWARD

Your unwavering faith, servant leadership, and dedication
to community have made a profound and lasting impact
on the Filipino American community across Colerade
and the Rocky Mountain Region.

: ; ﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁi{ ;,rrr.r v g .f}.f_:f' & .Z.."J:.-";-':'l’.f':-").f? ST, f.f{’: .r‘/
FAITH « SERVICE * UNITY

FAITH & FELLOWSHIP COMMUMITY PARTHER = CONSULAR OUTREACH CULTURAL INCLUSION SERVANT LEADERSHIF

A vibrant, multicuitural A trusted pariner to CHAMPION Calebrating Filipino A culture of wolunteerism
congregation strengthening Filipirg Amarican Haost of Philppine Cormsula heritage while emibracing that uplifts lives, develops
relationships with God, arganizations, nenprofits, Curtreach Missions, all cultures and building teaclers, and inspines
Farnilies, and community. civie leaders, and p"‘:""“i"":ltm“"‘d’. "'""_l'"" bridiges across diverse hops and unity. ;
. wrsien iz frveEs ght
government age commmunties,
ok s here in Colorado. y

Your generosity, hospitality, and commitment continue to inspire
volunteerism, cultural pride, and civic engagement.

i'.’ffﬂ‘i‘fjﬁ’f;f{:"( ang ChossWind Chusch!

THANK YOU FOR BUILDING STRONGER COMMURNITIES AND
EMPOWERING FUTURES THROUGH FAITH AND SERVICE.

I|.



Agile Human Capital is proud to offer its wholehearted
support for the incredible work NaFFAA does on behalf
of the Filipino American community, as it hosts the
16th National Empowerment Conference in Denver,
Colorado. Agile is powered by a simple belief: people
are an organization's greatest asset. As a human
resources and operations consultancy serving
government agencies, small businesses, international
firms, and individuals, we know firsthand what it means
to invest in people and NaFFAA's mission is exactly that
investment, at a community scale. We are honored to
be a part of this important work.

- Ryan Namata, Principal, Agile Human Capital
ryan.namata@agilehumancapital.info

www.agilehumancapital.info

THANK YOU TO OUR
INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS

JACQUE DE JOYA
JENILLE YOUNG
LUCRECIA EURICH
ROGER AND FE QUINTANA
MARIELA FLETCHER
MARGARITA SALCEDO-HART
THE MACALALAG FAMILY
NADIA AND ROMEO JURANI
ANGELES "JELLY" CARANDANG

WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION,
NAFFAA NATIONAL



NaFFAA Founders

The late Alex Esclamado co-founded NaFFAA in 1997 to
shed light on abuse against Filipinos in the work place,
address immigration concerns, and fight for Filipino
American empowerment. A lawyer and veteran
journalist, Alex first came to the United States in 1959
as chief correspondent for the U.S. edition of the now
defunct Manila Chronicle.

Loida Nicolas Lewis, a philanthropist and a leader
within the Filipino-American community, is one of the
founders of NaFFAA. She helped establish the Asian
American Legal Defense & Education Fund (AALDEF),
and is a co-founder of the US Pinoys for Good
Governance (USP4GG), which was organized after
Benigno Simeon Aquino Ill was elected President of
the Philippines in May 2010.

Under his initiative and leadership, NaFFAA hosted the First
Global Filipino Networking Convention held at the Moscone
Center in San Francisco in August of 2002, which attracted
4,000 delegates, and which has continued in biennial global
Filipino summit conferences since then. Rodel was the first
Filipino to be elected to public office in SF when he was
elected to the SF Community College Board in 1992 and
reelected in 1996, 2000 and 2004, serving three terms as
president of the San Francisco College Board.

As a NaFFAA co-founder, Dadap forged a vital platform
uniting culture, advocacy, and leadership for Filipino
Americans. NaFFAA celebrates his visionary guidance and
unwavering dedication to traditional music as a tool for
empowerment. From the organization’s inception through
landmark anniversaries, his performances, workshops, and
calls to action have urged communities to safeguard heritage
while pursuing excellence.




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Sheciat Urards-

ALL OUR SPONSORS, VENDORS, COMMUNITY PARTNERS
The STATE OF COLORADO, and CITY OF AURORA

The NaFFAA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD
and WORKING COMMITTEE:

Mariela Fletcher, National Chair

Ryan Namata, National Prasident

Dr. Alexander Africa, National Vice President
Giselle Rushford, National Secretary

Resty Lopez, National Treasurer

Joshua Ang Price, National Executive Director

NATIONAL SUPPORT TEAM:
Natalie Jones, Chief of Staff

Mark Eyo, Head of Communications
Bituin Aquino, Head of Multimedia
Aileen Dedesus, Graphic Designer

IMPORTANT NOTE:

While we tried our best 1o include every sponsor, ad, and relevant informaticn in this
Souvenir Program, we are human and still prone to mistakes, We apologize for any
errors thal we may have missed during proof-reading and editing.

Please feel free to contact us at info@nattaa,org for amy corections that need 1o be
miade or issued, which will be published on our webpage, naffas.orgmec2026.
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	Our Story
	Mariela Fletcher
	Ryan Namata
	Dr. Alexander Africa
	Giselle Rushford
	Joshua Ang Price
	Resty Lopez
	Philippine Honorary Consulate: Colorado & Southern Wyoming

	MESSAGE
	Dear National Empowerment Conference Attendees:
	It is with tremendous pride that I welcome you to the 2026 NEC
	conference in the home of NaFFAA Region V, and the great
	State of Colorado. Region V, the Rocky Mountain Region, which
	may not have the Fil-Am population found on the coasts;
	however, we make up for a lack of head count by having some
	of the hardest working and most inspiring community leaders.
	NaFFAA Region V, even before the Region existed, had NaFFAA
	Charter members attending the 1997 formational meeting
	including myself, who served many terms as Regional Chair, as well as, Giselle Rushord, current
	NaFFAA National Secretary, and a larger contingent including myself, along with Giselle
	Rushford, Elnora & Nester Mercado, and Gloria Williams who attended the actual founding
	meeting in 1998. This commitment to NaFFAA continues to this day and has inspired a 2nd
	generation of leadership like NaFFAA National Vice President Dr. Alexander Africa, and NaFFAA
	Region V President, Jennifer Samuel. It is impossible for me to describe the satisfaction that I
	feel in knowing that the future of Fil-Ams in Colorado is in such capable hands.
	The theme of this NEC: ‘Harnessing the of Power of Community: Starting with Us’ is so very
	meaningful to all of us in the Rocky Mountains where our communities preserve our heritage
	through educating our youth about our Filipino culture and traditions. Our faith leaders tend to
	our spiritual needs, professional organizations help to promote our careers, and chambers of
	commerce nurture, our entrepreneurial spirit by giving the Fil-Ams the confidence to succeed.
	I know all of us in attendance will carry this spirit back to share with all the Fil-Ams when we get
	home.
	I would like to take this opportunity to mention our special guests, Honorable Arnel G.
	Talisayon, Philippine Consul General in San Francisco, who leads the effort to keeping all of us
	Fil-Ams engaged and supportive of our brethren back in the Philippines. I would also like to
	welcome the Secretary Dante “Klink” Ang II, of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas, whose
	department works so hard to ensure that our fantastic and hard working Kababayans, who
	leave their homes in pursuit of a better life are treated fairly and can fulfill their dreams.
	I wish all of the attendees to have a most special time, sharing the unique bond that all Fil-Ams
	share of being committed to their community and demonstrating through our actions that
	success awaits all those who work hard and make the most of our unique heritage in all that
	they do.
	Mabuhay!
	Donna B. LaVigne Honorary Consul

	Greetings, NaFFAA!
	Mabuhay po tayong lahat at maraming maraming salamat po!

	NaFFAA Region V
	Rocky Mountain
	Mabuhay!
	Jennifer Samuel
	Riezl Baker
	Rod Mercado
	Dr. Rommel Rivera
	Rodel Rodis, Esq.
	Maddie Vines
	Jacque de Joya
	Leo Belmonte



	NaFFAA Regional Presidents
	National Federation of Filipino American Associations

	Empowerment Conferences Through the Years
	NaFFAA was born out of a meeting between West Coast and East Coast Fil-Am leaders in New York in 1997. The then Philippine News Publisher Alex A. Esclamado, TLC Beatrice CEO & President Loida Nicolas Lewis, nationally acclaimed Guitarist Michael Dadap, and San Francisco State College Board President Rodel Rodis were talking over dinner about how to unite the 3,000 Filipino American organizations all over the country. The four decided it was time to convene a national conference and forge a common agenda for empowerment, and Mr. Alex Esclamado volunteered to lead the effort.
	“Panahon Na!”
	“Building the Infrastructure for Empowerment”
	“Filipino Americans Leading the Way to the Millennium”
	“Making Our Power Count”
	“Forging a National Consciousness as a Filipino Community in America”

	Sep. 10-12, 2004 - Chicago, IL
	“Bridging the Filipino American Community”
	“100 Years of the Filipino Diaspora - Hawaii and Beyond”
	“Forging the New Filipino American Agenda for the 21st Century”
	“Building the Next Generation of Community Advocates”
	10th National Empowerment Conference

	Aug. 4-7, 2012 - Detroit, MI
	“NaFFAA at 15: Celebrating the Next Generation of Community Advocates”
	11th National Empowerment Conference
	Aug. 7-8, 2014 - San Diego, CA
	“We Break the Dawn, Master Planning the Future”
	Aug. 4-7, 2016 - King of Prussia, PA

	“Celebrating our History and Building a Brighter Future”
	20th Anniversary
	Oct. 21, 2017 - Washington, DC

	“NaFFAA 2.0: One Voice,
	Four Thousand Strong”
	Aug. 15-17, 2019 - City of Carson, CA

	“MAKE IT COUNT: Transforming Mindsets for 2020 & Beyond”
	25th Anniversary
	“Navigating the Present, Shaping the Future”
	“Igniting the Power In Us”
	16th National Empowerment Conference
	Aug. 14-15 - in Aurora, CO

	“Harnessing the Power of Community: Starting with Us”
	National Federation of Filipino American Associations

	Empowerment Conferences Through the Years
	Brian Flores
	Brian brings a strong voice in journalism and storytelling, using his platform to inform, connect, and uplift communities. As a respected media professional, his presence at NEC reflects our commitment to meaningful conversations and elevating Filipino American voices on a national stage.
	Lorraine Eloriaga
	Born and raised in Denver, Lorraine has dedicated her life to celebrating Filipino culture and serving the community. From performing traditional Filipino dances at a young age to leading major cultural events, her journey reflects a deep commitment to heritage and unity.
	Hannah Tolentino
	Dante Ang II
	Dante “Klink” Ang II is a veteran journalist, media executive, educator, and public official. President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. appointed him in October 2024 as the Chairperson of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO), with a Cabinet rank of Secretary. Since taking office, Secretary Klink has focused on diaspora engagement to advance Philippine development.
	Dr. Michelle Mras
	Sara Moore
	Dr. Stacey Litam
	Ron Falconi
	Sheilah Jane Troiano

	Vendor Marketplace
	Vendor Marketplace
	View the Gala Page
	Bayanihan Awards Gala
	and Fashion Show
	Saturday
	Evening Program
	Registration & Reception
	Opening Ceremony
	Invocation
	Filipino Fashion Show & Cultural Storytelling


	Gala Performance Group
	Originally established as FACC Cultural, the dance performance group has been around for decades. After the FACC's 70th anniversary in 2024, the group had been rebranded as Padayon Cultural by President Vivian Egonio-Norman.

	Bayanihan Awards Gala
	and Fashion Show
	Act I Founders & Trailblazers
	Act II Health Professionals, Frontliners, & Educators
	Act III Emerging Leaders & Entrepreneurs
	Grand Finale
	Closing Remarks
	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT I
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Thelma Lassig
	NaFFAA Utah, President

	Virgit Vanek
	Ex Fundraising Director
	for NaFFAA V

	Donna LaVigne
	Honorary Consul for
	Colorado and Wyoming

	Gloria Villaver Williams
	NaFFAA Region V Treasurer/
	Board of Director

	Resty Lopez
	Giselle Rushford
	NaFFAA Trustee/Secretary
	Dasan Export
	Virgit Vanek
	Dhyun Amore Duque
	Filipino Designer
	Chona Estacio
	Kultura

	Mariela Fletcher
	NaFFAA National Chair
	Chat Khan

	Gloria Caoile
	NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region Senior Advisor

	Benjamin Ricardo Caoile
	Ramon Valera
	Traditional

	Sally Balecha
	NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region President
	Alfonso "Boy" Ginoo

	Dolly Specht
	NaFFAA Oregon President
	PamPinay


	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT II
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Genesis Africa
	First lady of Dr. Alexander Africa
	NaFFAA Vice President, Final Walk

	Marlene Perez
	NAFFAA Member and
	former Secretary

	Joyce Dutton
	Working mom and
	Caregiver to toddlers

	Dr. Stacey Diane A. Litam
	Keynote speaker
	Associate Professor

	Arminda Aguilar
	NaFFAA Region V Auditor
	Dhyun Amore Duque
	Handcrafted in
	Manila, Philippines
	Handcrafted in
	Manila, Philippines

	The Mestizo
	Jojo Martinez

	Dr. Michael StaJuana
	President
	Edwin Uy

	Carmeliza “Zha Zha” dela Paz
	Flor Liza Obana
	Teacher (retired) Cherry Creek School District #4

	Edith Pasion
	Vice President for
	Mission Uplift International
	Kirsten Regalado
	Frankie De Leon

	Mark Perez
	Physical Therapist
	Jor El Espina

	Anna Perez
	Aesthetician
	Jor El Espina


	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT III
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Amy Silver
	American Furniture Warehouse
	Visual Designer

	Kaela Malaki
	Founder of Lola Severina
	Blue Angelic Creations
	Amihan Artisans

	Jacqueline de Joya
	NaFFAA National Board of Trustees
	Alfonso "Boy" Ginoo

	Loida Norton
	Mrs. Woman of the World 2025
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Dhyun Amore Duque
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Joshua Acervo Ang Price
	National Executive Director, NaFFAA
	John Carlo Llamoso

	Shiela DeForest
	Ritchie Teves x
	Amihan Artisans

	Bella Knowles
	Founder, Baro Manila
	Ditta Sandico

	Nessa Whitney
	Kalinga Cultural Bearer
	Jenny Bawer Young

	Charmel Dela Cruz
	State President NaFFAA AZ Chapter
	Jean Amour

	Marie Villareal
	NaFFAA AZ Treasurer
	Jean Amour


	Bayanihan Fashion Show

	ACT III
	MODEL
	DESIGNER
	Agnes Lopez
	Julie D Martinez
	Lin-ay by
	Binky Pitogo
	Julie D Martinez

	Dr. Maria Obis
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Miles Guardiano
	Jor-El Espina

	Patricia Cruzado
	Dhyun Amore Duque

	Hannah Tolentino
	Angela Taloza

	Lilyann Freking
	Bamba Limon

	Vivian Norman
	Amihan Artisans

	Gabriel Young
	Francis Libiran

	Natividad Cura DeFrances
	Maddie Vines
	National NaFFAA Trustee
	Filipiniana



	The team from the nation's capital extends its warmest congratulations to Region V, the proud Rocky Mountain Region, for co-hosting the 16th Annual National Empowerment Conference. The Filipino American leaders gathering in Colorado will do the difficult but deeply rewarding work of advocating for our community — and we could not be more proud to stand alongside them. May all who attend forge lasting connections and leave inspired to advance the cause of Filipinos everywhere. Warms regards from Megan Pavillar, NaFFAA Capital President, James Escalante, Vice President and Angelo Reyes, Virginia and West Virginia State President. Mabuhay!
	Tel. 480 371 5436 eMail: naffaaarizona@gmail.com
	CHARMEL DELA CRUZ State President
	2026-2027 NaFFAA AZ Board of Directors with the
	NaFFAA Desert Mountain Region Board

	Founded in 1954,
	The Filipino-American Community of Colorado (FACC) is one of the oldest Filipino American organizations in the United States.
	colorado-filipinos.org
	Asian Roundtable of Colorado
	is a proud partner of the
	16th National Federation of Filipino American Associations
	National Empowerment Conference

	Building Bridges.
	Strengthening Communities.
	Taking Collaborative Action.
	Congratulations on another successful
	National Empowerment Conference!
	riezlbaker.com  •  706-347-2625
	usbank.com/communitypossible


	The changes we make
	today shape the possibilities of tomorrow
	U.S. Bank is proud to support
	Natl. Federation of Filipino American Association.
	Member FDIC. ©2025 U.S. Bank
	Sometimes, one small change can
	create an echo that impacts the entire community. That’s why U.S. Bank
	proudly supports, invests and volunteers in our communities. Because we believe the changes we make today will inspire even greater change tomorrow.
	Region V National Empowerment Conference
	and Bayanihan Gala
	Denver, CO
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